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iready has been used in unfair competition
vith whole mitk,

Hon. J. M. MACFARLANE: The price
ot butter fat varies, but the price of milk
wder the board will remain fairly consiant.
- the price of butter fat improves to about
ls. per Ib, it will ¢cost more for milk for
oncentrating than for whole milk for con-
nmers.

Amendment on amendment put and nega-
ived.

Amendment put and passed;
15 amended, agreed to.

Bill again reported with a further amend-
nent,

the clause,

House adjourned at 8.48 p.m,
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
2., and read prayers.

QUESTION—MIDLAND RAILWAY
COMPANY.

Mr. MARSHALL (without notice) asked
die Minister for Railways: Is the agree-
nent with the Midland Railway Company.
aermitting them to haul merchandise at a
at rate of £2 10s. per ton from Fremantle
-0 Geraldton, still in existence?

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS re-
alied: So far as I know, the agreement is
still in existence.

1693

QUESTION—TRAMWAYS, DELAYS IN
SERVICE,

Mr. CROSS asked the Minister for Rail-
waysg: Is the Minister aware that there was
delay in the Hay-street tramway serviee on
Wednesday, 1st November, and if so, what
the canze was?

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS re
plied: 1. Yes, owing to traflic exigeneies it
was necessary to cancel the 7.54 p.m. tram,
but cars left the Town Hall at 7.49, 7.59,
and 811 p.m, 2, Answered by No, 1,

BILLS (2)—FIRST READING.

1. Public Works Aet Amendment.

Introduced by the Minister for Ruilways
(for the Minister for Works).

2, Government Railways Act Amend-
ment.

Introduced by the Minister for Rail-
ways.

BILL — GERALDTON SAILORS AND
SOLDIERS' MEMORIAL INSTITUTE
LANDS VESTING.

Read a third time and transmitted to the
Couneil.

BILL—AUGUSTA ALLOTMENTS.
Second Reading.

Debate resumed from the 31st Oectober.

MR. LATHAM (York) [438]: From
time to time there is sure to be some diffi-
eulty in tracing the owners of land so far
as this affects the old titles. A little while
ago a Bill was put through vesting in the
Crown certain lands in the mining areas.
This 1neasure follows on somewhat similar
lines. The areas with which this disability
was associated are npot only found at
Augusta but at other places as well, In
Albany, for instance, there is land similar
to this area, the title for which the Minister
is now seekiny to provide for the present
oceupiers. It might be a good play if the
Titles Office were to provide mathinery
by which the necessarv adjustments could
be made. At present it is impossible for
the Commissioner of Titles or the Minister
for Lands to make any adjustments without
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bringing down special legislation.  About
100 years agoe land around Aungusta was
given to certain people on condition that
they effected certain improvements to it.
After they had held it for a little while,
they were advised hy the aunthorities con-
trolling State affairs at the time to leave the
district on  account of the diffienlty of
making contact with the seat of government.
[n all probability they had not at the time
fulfilled the conditions required of them,
and the Crown grant was never available
to them, They ’eft Aungusta and went to
Busseiton. The file does not show whether
they were given other land in place of that
from which they were removed at Augusta.
At that time Crown land had probably very
little wvalue, There is no doubt there-
fore, they were given compensation in some
form or other. When Auvgustn heeame set-
tled again, the original oceupiers, or the
next of kin, reeorded a claim against the
land. Ths has gone an for a number of
years. Different people have applied to the
Crown for titles. Tn view of the disabilities
that existed, the Lands Department were
unable to give titles and the Minister has
now brought down thiz Bill to rectify the
position. The measure now hefore us dif-
fers entirely from that recently passed, see-
ing that in the latter case private lands on
the goldfields were heing dealt with and the
whole of the land was reverting to the
Crown. Tn the ease under review it is a
question of giving the eecupiers a title in
fec simple. T do not know whether that is
a wise thing to do. The Bill as drafted
wonld enable anyone, who had put his foot
on the land prior to the passing of the Bill,
to lay a claim to the title, because the meas-
ure sets out thai the person in possession of
the land at the passing of the Aet may de-
mand a title at the hands of the Minister. It
is optional for the Minister to give such title
or to withhold it. The Minister in this case
is some officer of the Lands Department.
I do not think it would he wise to give any
officer that right. People who have been on
the Augusta land for a number of vears,
and have either paid the rates and faxes or
assumed liability for them, may he entiiled
to consideration, but people who have been
there more recently should pay the Crown
at least the unimproved value of the land.
[t is only fair to ask them to do that wn-
less they ean show that they have some claim
to the land through their ancestors, or

(ASSEMBLY.)

through some persons who may be able t¢
prove that they are next of kin to the origi
nal occupiers. [ am anxious that we shoul¢
clean up the disabilities associated with the
early land-owuers, but I think we ought t¢
be a little more careful than apparently we
ave likely to bhe if the Bill is passed as
printed. Persons who are claiming the fee
simple should show that they have some
right to the land, and that this right extends
over a number of years. I hope the Min
ister will agree with me in that respeet. They
should have held the Jand for at least five
years, and be able to prove they have been
in possession of it and made their home
upon it for that peried. Loeal road hoards
have frown time to time sold some of this
land to recover the amount of the vates due.
In cases where sales have heen cifected, the
Commissioner of Titles has been unable to
give the purchaser a title to the land. T do
not know whether it is proposed to compen-
sate the purchaser by veturning the money
he has paid, or to take no notice of the
claim,

The Minister for Lands: The purchaser
has to prove his title,

Ar. LATHAM: But the department can-
not issue a title.

The Minister for Lands: He wonld be in
occupaiion of the land.

Mr. LATTTAM: He may not he in oceu-
pation.

The Minister for Lands: His agent might
be in occupation.

Mr. LATHAM: I know of one man who
bought four blocks of this land at auction.
I do not know what it is proposed te do with
it. I hope the Minister will not give any-
one, who has merely walked into possession
of the Jand pending the passing of legisla-
tion, a title to the bloeks. People ought to
be abie to prove that they have held the land
for at least five years. Some amendment
will he necessary to the Bill unless the Min-
ister will give the House an assurance that
he will instruet the officers to give a tiile to
a man only if he ean prove he has heen in
possession of the land for five vears or
longer.

The Minister for JFustice: The Transfer of
Land et provides for a term of 12 years,

Mr, LATHAM: [n some cases men have
been in eccupation for many years and have
snade the land their home. It the people
concerned are charged the unimproved value
of the land, it will amount to only a small
sum. [ have no objection to the I3ill pro-
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vided people can show that they have a
claim to the land. It is & bad principle,
however, to allow someone tu gel possession
of Crown land and then inake an appliea-
tion for a title in fee simple. This provi-
sion might give enconragement to the class
of individval known as a lund jobler or
squatter. I use the latter term in the sense
that he “squats” on the land to gain advant-
age from a position that eould arise under
the Bill. For at least 20 years past, attempts
have heen mude v secure litles for some of
the blocks. 1 do not intend to do anything
but facilitate the passage of this legislation,
but I think some restriction should be im-
posed regarding the neecessary period a per-
son must be in oceupation,

MR. McDONALD (West Perth) [4.46]:
I think the term I have usually heard
applied to the persons who take advantage
of loopholes in legislation of this type is
“jumper.” T understand that quite a lot ol
land in the Augusta area has been “jumped.”’
I have been to the district, and while there,
heard references to the position with regard
to some of the allotments. Some people
there have been in possession of their blocks
for a considerable time, and a Bill, sueh ax
the one introduced by the Government, under
which the position c¢an be cleared up, is en-
tirely desirable.  There are one or two
features to which I desire to refer. In the
first. place, the Bill provides that a Crown
grant may be made only where the land is
ocvupied, or was occupied at the time of the
commencement of the legislation. Clause 3
sets out that where land is occupied, the
person who is occupying it may make appli-
cation to be granted na title in fee simple.
The Bill also provides that, although the
land is ocecupied and the occupier has made
applieation for a title in fee simple, the
Minister, instead of granting the title to the
oceupier, may grant it to another claimant,
should the latter establish a hetter right to
the possession of the land. That means that
should the occupier apply for the title and
someone else enter an appearance and show
that he is next of kin to the original owner
or is o desecendant of the original owner,
or possesses some better form of title
to the ownership of the block than can be
advanced by the occupier, the Minister may
prefer the claim of the man who is not in
oceupation of the land. T do not know if
that is what the Minister intended. Whether
the power to grant the fee simple is to be
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restricted only to those instances in which
the land is ocenpied at the time this legis-
lation Lecomes operative, I do not know, but
that is how the measure appears to read in
its prezent form. Only where a person is
occupying the land will the Minister be em-
powered to grunt a title in fee simple.

The Minister for Justice: He will be able
to grant the title on application.

Mr. MeDONALD: There may be instances
in which the land is not occupied at present
by a person who possesses a claim to the
allotment which, if the Minister were aware
of the faet, would justify the fitle in fee
simple being granted to him, The claim by
guch o person may be by descent from the
vriginal owners, and yet he may not be in
occupation of the land at all. Then again,
there may be a person who bought an allot-
ment six months ago trom someonc who
tstensilby beld a right to the land, amd has
not vet come into occupation,

The Minister for Lands: Buot the indi-
vidual would not pay his money until he got
the title to the land.

Mr. MeDONALD: T appreciate that point,
but what I want to make clear to the Minis-
ter is that & person may have a claim on the
laud without actually being in occupation.
1 submit that there are two classes of persons
the Minister desires to protect. One is the
oceupier and the other is the person who is
not in oceupation but has a claim to the land
by deseent or otherwise. It seems to me
that unless there is someone in oceupation
of the land referred to in the Bill, people
will have no right to benefit from the legis-
lation, That is my interpretation of the pro-
vision. The land must Dbe occupied by
someone before any Crown grant ean be
issued by the Minister. It may be possible
to amend the Bill so as to provide for the
position of persons who may have a claim to
the land but are not in oceupation of it at
the time of the passing of the legislation.
The other peint I wish to refer to has been
touched on by the Leader of the Opposition,
Perhaps rightly, no principle is laid down
in the Bill to guide the Minister as to the
circumstances that will justify the granting
of titles in respeet of allotments covered by
the Bill. The Minister, presumably, will
exercise his diseretion and will probably de-
clare that a person will have to be in oecu-
pation of his block for a certain period of
vears hefore his elaim to a title will be
recognised. He may also determine that if
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an applicant is a deseendant of the original
buyer, he may receive consideration under
this legislation. I am prepared to believe
it is undesirable to lay down any definite
principle in the measure, and the Minister
may perhaps intend the House to understand
that before he grants a title fo any allot-
ment, he will have to be satisfied that the
claim lodged is valid, or that the land has
heen occupied for such a prolonged period as
to make it appear equitable that the occu-
pier should receive a Crown grant, At a
later stage, I propose to draw abtention to
the eircumstances under which allotments
that are not granted to any applicant, shall
revert to the Crown. There are various
alternatives mentioned governing the rever-
sion of such land to the Crown, and it
appears to me that some of the alternatives
outlined are such that the circumstances
disclosed would indicate the land should not
revert to the Crown. T propose to submit
an amendment that will deal with that phase.

MR. BROCEMAN (Sussex) [4.53]: I
support the seecond reading of the Bill
beeause I know the position regarding the
blocks at Angusta. They have been ocen-
pied for a long time. There are only a
few of them and the persons in occupa-
tion should receive their titles in fee simple.
The other hlocks are supposed to be owned
hy different people, but no one seens to
know who those people are. The local gov-
erning authoritics tannot place the proper-
ties in their rate hooks beeause the owners
eannot be discovered. Tt is wrong that at
a centre like Augusfa, whieh is coming in-
io favour as a pleasure and seaside ve-
sort, blocks should be held up and their
alienation prohibited. An Aet of Parlia-
ment is required to enable the occupiers
to seeuve their title deeds. Rgarding those
who ave ‘‘squatfing’ on blocks, it shounld
he necessary for people in that eategory
to establish their claim fo the allotments
by proving an occupancy extending over
five or tem vears, Most of the hlocks have
bheen occupied for many wears. I am
anxious that the title to all the blocks
available in the Aungusta district shall be
eleared so that the public will have an op-
portunity to purchase them. There aro
many people who are in the habit of visit-
ing Augusta during the holiday periods,
and that centre is likely to hecome one of
the finest health resorts in the South-West,

[ASSEMBLY.]

MR. J. H, SMITE (Neison) [4.55]: 1
am in accord with the Minister in his de-
sire to be empowered to grant titles for
blocks at Augnsta. Some of them were
taken up in 1834, or nearly 100 years ago,
I join issue with the Leader of the Opposi-
tion when he suggests that it should he
necessary for the people to prove their
occupancy over a peried of five years. In
mwy opinion, the Minister should not grant
the title to a bloek unless the applicant
has been in occupation of it for at least
20 years. There are but three or four per-
sons who will be affected.

My, Latham: T said that not less than
five years’ occupancy should be required.

Mr. J. H. SMITH: Many of these hold-
ings have been handed down from genera-
tion to generation. There are some very
old established families residing in the
Augusta distriet. In 1911 it appeared that
Augusta, or more particularly Flinder’s
Bay, would prove to be an important fae-
tor in the development of that part of the
State. In that year the State Saw JMills
Department established Pemberton Neo. 1
Mill outside Manjimup. Flinder’s Bay was
to be the port through which all our karri
was to he exported. The bay mayv develop
into an important port in the future he-
eause it is a natural harbour. I believe
titles should be provided for the blocks, of
which there arc about 11 that will he
affected. T also agree that the Minister
will be justified in saying that while those
who are in possession of land that has
been handed down from generation to
generation sinee 1834, have every eclaim
to receive their titles, those who have
“‘squatted’’ on their bloecks during the last
few months should not have an equal right.
Departmental officers will probably know
that leakages can oceur, Someone may hear
that a Bill is to be introduced into Par-
liament to provide titles for these in oe-
cupation of the blocks, and he may visit
the district and oceupy one of the blocks
in question. No one knows how the leak-
ages oceur, but it is ohvious that they do
oceur.

Mr. Coverley: What is the average area
of the blocks?

Mr. J. H. SMITH: There are about 11
fown blocks in Augusta itself. I agree with
the Leader of the Opposition that pro-
vision should be made that the blocks
should be occeupied for a reasonable time
hefore those in possession hecome entitled
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to the fee sinple, and I think the period
should be 20 years, The depariment should
submit other blocks for sale, so that the
public may have an opportunity to pur
chase sites at Augusta, which is becoming
a very popular seaside resort.

THE MINISTER FOR LANDS (Hon.
M. K. Troy—DMt. Magnet—in reply) [1.58]:
Membhers who have spoken bave taken a
very proper view regarding the matters
dealt with in the Bill. 1 shall be prepared
to ncerept any reasonable amendments that
may he proposed. 1 am in agreement with
the suggestion of the Leader of the Opposi-
tion that soww fime should be specified re-
garding the period of oeccupuncy of any
bloek respecting which a title in fee simple
is to he granted. If a person should have
heard of the intention to introduce thia
legislation and entered into occupation of
a block in anticipation of benefiting, the
receipt ol title by that person would be
contrary to the intentions of Parliament. T
will accept any amendment to overcome that
difficulty, but I wonld not agree to making
the period 20 vears. | should say 12 mwonths
would be suHicient.

Hon. N. Keenan: Why not five years?

The MINISTER FOR LAXDS. I think
that if a person has heen bona fide in occu-
pation for 12 months, that should be sufli-
cient,

Mr. Latham: Will vou agree to five
years?
The MINISTER FOR LANDS: I'ro-

vided it will not put an impust on anrone
down there who has been in bona fide oecu-
pation for a lesser term.

Mr. Brockman: It woud be safe to make
it five years.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Well the
hon. member, representing the distriet,
knows more about it than I do, but 1 .
not think that a man who has made his home
there, should Le penalised. However 1 am
not disposed to quarrel with the amendment
suggested. Regarding the point raised for
the member for West Perth (Mr. AMeDon-
ald} as to a person having a elaim to one
of these blocks, notwithstanding that he is
not in occupation of the land, I do not ob-
jeet to the hon. member's snggested amend-
ment. The Bill is an attempt to deal rea-
sonably with the position, so if there are
persons who can establish claims to any of
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these blocks, whether they be occupying the
blocks or nut, they ought to be considered.
The hon. member pointed out that there is
a diffeulty as to how this matter can be de-
termined, 1u eannot be provided in the Bill,
but must be left to the Minister, whoever
he may be. The Minister will require proof
in support of the claim of any person; there
must he proof that the holder has oceupied
the land for say, five years. The only doubt
is as to the unoccupied land. and I am sure
that under the Bill that can be lelt to the
Minister.  The Bl has been hefore quite
n numhey of surcessive dlinisters. bhut for
some reason or another, it has never previ-
ouzly  heen  hrought  down. Mr. Cecil
Clifton, when Under-SBecretary for Lands,
was very earnest in his desire that the Bill
should he made law, Really nothing can
be done at Augusta without it. The mem-
ber for Nelson (Mr. J. H. 8mith) was guite
right in saving that Augusta is a promising
watering place. It has heen beld back by
reason of the fact that no one can get a
title to the land.

Mr. Brockman: Tt is move than a prom-
ising watering place; it is a promising sea-
port,

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Yes, I
myself have seen vessels sheltering in Flin-
ders Bay in very heavy weather. Still, I was
thinking of it as a watering resort. Cer-
tainly nothing ean be done until the titles are
available. As T have said. T will accept
soite of the amendments that have heen sug-
wested.

Question pat and passed.

Bill read a second time.

In Committee.

Mr. Sleeman in the Chair; the Minister
for Lands in charge of the Bill.

Clauses 1 and 2—agreed to.

Ciause 3—Certain persons may apply for
grant in fee simple of allotments ocenpied
by them:

Hon. N, KEENAN: The clanse reads,
“Any person who was at the commencement
of this Act and still is oceupying and enjoy-
ing any allotment of land,” ete. It is ox-
traordinary phraseology, for what it really
means is, “who is in oceupation.” Does not
the Minister intend to deal with the person
actually in occupation?

The Minister for Lands: Ves.
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Hon. N. KEENAN: Well, why hother
abhout any person who was in oeceupation at
the commencement of the Act? Does the
phrase fall in with the Minister’s intention?

The Minister for Lands: Yes, I mean any
person who has been oceupying the land.

Mr. LATHAM: It will make all the dif-
ference if we fail to provide that the per-
son was occupying the land at the commence-
ment of the Act. I move an amendment—

That ‘‘at’’ in line one be struck ont, and

““for u perind of not less than five years be-
fore’? he inserted in lieu.

It will then read “Any person who was for
a period of not less than five years hefore
the commencement of this Aet,” ete

Amendment put and passed.

Mr, LATHAM: The elause provides that
a person who desires to obtain a grant in fee
simple shall within three months after the
commencement of this Aet, make applica-
tion to the Minister. The next succeeding
elanse provides that any person who within
six months ecan make a better claim to the
land may do so0, and on the recommendation
of the Minister may bhe granted the fee
simple. Tt will he necessary thervefore, to
provide for that delay in making a grant to
the original applicant.

The Minister for Lands: Yes, that is-so.

Clause, as previously amended, put and
Passed.

Clanse 4—Crown granis may he granted
to person occupying ecertain allotments:

Hon. N. KEENAN: In this clanse the
Goveruor is required fo carry out speecifie
duties, but the word “may” is used. The
object of the Minister is to have complete
control, and so T snggest that there be in-
serted after the word “may” the words “at
his diseretion.”

The Alinister for Lands:
mean the same thing.

Hon. N. KEENAN: No. [
amendment—

Does not that

move an

That after “*may?’ in ling 3 there be in-
serted “at his absolute discretion.’?

The Minister for Lands: Bt the Governor
may refuse.

Hon, N. KEENAN: The Minister ean
only recommend to the Governur, and the
Governor can exercise his right nceordingly.
No one would suggest that the Minister
shonld recommend, and the Governor auto-
matically grant. However, I have just heen

[ASSEMBLY.]

looking at the Interpretaiion Act, and I do
nol row think the amendment is nceessary.
I will withdraw it.

The Premier: We will look into it, and
ifl necessary get it rectified in another place.

Amendment by leave withdrawn,
Clause put and passed,

Clause 5—Persons may establish their
rights to an estate in fee simple of allot-
ments occupied by othor persons and obtain
grants in fee simple:

Mr. MeDONALD: T am not sure whether
the Minister has some reason for confining
the power to granting applications in cases
wherve somebody else is in oecupation. I
think an amendment enabling o grant to be
made in a ease where there is no actual occu-
pation of the land would best come in this
elanse, but I have not drafted out such an
amendmertt.

The Minister for Lands: We will recom-
mit the Bill for you, and yvou van move it
then.

Mr. MeDONALD: Thauk wvou.

Clause put and passed.

Clauses 6, 7, Schedules, Preamble, Title—
agreerd to,

Bill veported with amendments,

BILL—FORESTS ACT AMENDMENT.
Second Reading.

THE PREMIER (Hon. P, Collier—
Boulder) [517] in moving the second read-
ing said: Seetion 41 of the Forests .\et,
1918, provided that three-fifths of the net
revenue of the Forests Department should
go to a reforestation fund. Tn 1924 the
revenue from sandalwood was excluded and
paid into Consolidated Revenue. When the
Aet was passed in 1915 only a very small
amount of revenue was received from szan-
dalwood, and so it was not thought necessary
lo exclude any of the revenne from sandal-
wood. Tn 1924 and in the years that fol-
lowed, hecause of an alteration in the royalty
charge, the total revenue from sandalwood
amounted to a considerable sum. Spesaking
from menwory, it reached £40,000 in one
year. It was never contemplated that three-
fifths of that royalty should be paid into
the reforestation fund. In 1924 a Bill was
introduced to exelude the revenne from san-
dulwpod from pavment to the reforestation
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fund, but as it finally passed both Houses
and berame law, the proposal was adopted
with the exception thnt £5,000 of the revenue
from sandalwood was to he paid into the
fund for sandalwood reforestation. That
was continued cach vear until 1930, when it
was considered undesirable to continue pay-
meng of the awount hecause the money was
not required. Consequenty, the provision
for the payment of £3,000 for sandalwood
reforestation was dropped and all the rev-
enue from sandalwood has been paid into
Consolidated Revenue from 1930 onwards.
The year 1930 was the one in which memhers
opposite took office. T hiad had to find £5,000
each vear for sandalwood reforestation, hut
our friends opposite were reieased from the
obligation when they were in office. 1t is
unnecessary to pay anv fnrther money into
the sandalwood fund. The halance in the
fund at present is £2 827,

Mr. Stubbs: Has the reforestation been
sneeessfnl ?

The PREMIER: Experiments have heen
made but have not been suecessful. The
annual expenditure has bheen approximately
£1,250, but we have heen paying into the
fund a considerable amonnt and more than
was necessary. Each yvear since 1924, there
hus lbieen an unexpended balance as fol-
lows :—

£
1924.25 3,358
1925-26 5,184
199627 6,730
1927-08 7127
1928.-29 9,307
1929.30 6,372
1930-31 4,962
1931-32 4,197
1932-33 2,827

It 32 not necessary that any of the revenuc
from sandalwood should be paid into the
reforestation fund and it is desirable that it
shonld be paid into Consolidated Revenne.
The Conservator of Forests says that the
prineipal reason for the discontiunanece of
sandalwood regeneration was the depreda-
tions of rabbits, which bave come in a=< a
new factor, and which eannot be economic-
ally controlled on uncleared land on which
sanlalwood must be sown, as it is a root
parasite and the vuts must be sown in
proximity to host plants.

Mr. Ferguson: The rabbits will not give
it a chanee.

The PREMIER : No, and it is impossihle
to wire-net large areas.
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My,
iareas,

The PREMIFER: Yes, as an experiment,
but no operations on an exNtensive seale
coulll he carried out.

Alr. Marshall: And no wire-netting would
lkeep out rabbifs.

The PREMIER: No.

The Minister for Mines: The rabbit fence
prevenis n lot of rabbits from going back
to South Anstralia.

The PREMIER: This is a continuance
measure to vontinue the practice of the last
three years,

Mr. Lathaw: This proposed legislation is
a little retrospective.

The PREMIER: Berause a Continuance
Bill was not passed last year. The revenue
was 3o small in 1929 ibat it would
not make any difference, but in 1930
a Bill was passed and made retrospeciive
to the year Lefore. Tast vear the Govern-
ment did not pass a continuance Bill; it
was cither overlooked or omitted. Conse-
quently T an now making the measare eover
last vear, just as was done hy our friends
opposite in 1930,

Hon. W. D. Johnson: It is a biennial,
not an annnal measure.

The PREMIER: It has become biennial.
I move—

Lathain: The department netted some

That the Bill be now read o second time,

On mobion by Mr. Latham, debate ad-
journed.

BILL—PURCHASERS' PROTECTION.
Second Teading.
Debate reswned from the 2nd November.

ME. DONBY (Williams - Narrogin)
[3.23): There is no need to labour the ques-
tion whether a demand exists on the part of
the country for the objects set out in this
Bill. | think there has been a very ohvious
detnand.  Members will recall that two ses-
sions ago, under cover of a motion spon-
sored by the then member for Canning, all
phases of the rather involved husiness of
land salesmanship were discussed. If I re-
member righily, it was shown that the pre-
vailing or almost unanimous opinion of the
House was that the law in respect of land
sales required strengthening in many re-
spects. The Bill before us practically em-
hodies the recommendations of His Honer
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Mr. Justice Dwyer who, on the orcasion to
which I have referred, was given a commis-
sion to inquire into the allegedly irregular
methods employed by a eertain city firm
dealing in snbdivided land. In fairness to
the firm, it has to he adwmitted that not all
the major allegations made were substan-
tiated, but during the hearing sufficient was
disclosed regarding irregular praetices of a
certain type of land agent to impress the
Commissioner deeply with the need for
strengthening the law. Generally. this is a
very necessary Bill and it is a2 well-
intentioned Bill. Tt is entirely a non-party
measure, but T question whether it has mueh
hope of accepiance unless it be amended in
finite & number of directions, There is no
doubt in my mind that the Bill, if accepted,
will strengthen justice in one or two spots
where, in the past, justice hag, without the
tiniest doubt, been outwitted. The land
salesman of to-day is a very clever person.

Mr. Marshall: e could make a lot of
misrepresentations and not get eaught under
this measure.

Mr. DONEY: Theu it will be the obvious
duty of the hon. member at a later stage
to sngeest the necessary amendments. The
present-day land salesman is a person who
has reeceived highly specialised training in
his own particular line of business. Gen-
evally, T understand, he is regarded as not
being worthy of his joh wnless he has the
faculty to sell land to a person who does
not really want it. When the modern land
salesman is moving on top gear as it were,
with his approaches and demonstrations all
carefully planned, he is well-nigh invulner-
able. Tt stands to reason, therefore. that
a soundly constructed Act will be needed
to hold bim, Perhaps T max he paving the
land agent a eompliment when I say he
seems to he no longer unduly worrled. and
eertainl¥ his actions are in no way eireum-
seribed, hy the laws affecting him. He has
so thoronghly explored those laws and par-
ticularly their weaknesses, that he ean, when
the oceasion demands, jump through them,
under them or over them, hut certainly dur-
ing the past vear or two he has, hy hiz ex-
cesses, over-reached himself and has demon-
strated the need for strengthening the law
dealing with land sales.  Althongh T am
supporting the second reading of the Bill,
I feel doubtful whether it will he for the
ultimate good of the people to buitress their
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moral defences by legislation of this kind
Land selling during recent years in the State
has been what one might term a shelicred
industry. The Bill will quite plainly denude
the land sellers of that shelter and will
transfer it to the huyer. T de not know that
I can regard that as right. Tt ceriainly is
not right fo adopt a method which, in other
cireumstances, we would condemn., There is
another aspect of the matter. 1 the pur-
chasers fail, the law ean be depended upon
to make good their weakness. The know-
ledge that the law is an efficient back-stop
will coax people to enter into contracts with
even greater Irresponsibility and careless-
ness than they do now. Manifestly, a nor-
mal person ought, in my opinion anyhow, to
he held accountable to ihe greatest degree
pussible for his own actions and devisions:
and it would probably be wise on our part
to fix a Hmit bevend which we should not
altempt to intervene hetween an individual
and his obligations. [ suppose the ohvious
rejoinder will be that until such time as we
have educated the individnal to withstand
the wiles of the land agent, we must have
regard to the harm and misery that is cansed,
and proteet the individual from himselt and
from the land salesman hy the agency ol the
law. When Mr. Justice Dwyer was given
his conumission to inguire into the aperations
of the company that has been mentioned, 1
think it was with the object of securing re-
lief to those clients of the company who ap-
peared to have been treated with wundue

harshness. T desire to remind the Minister
—although for that matter he knows it

already—that the Bill will not give those in-
dividuals any relief whatever.  The Bill
leaves them uninfluenced and untounehed.
Nevertheless, we recognise it was the suffer-
ings of those people which gave rise to the
Bill; and yet, unfortunately, they will he
left entirely outside the scope of the pro-
tection that is now to bhe provided. I know
it is dangerous, highly dangerous sometimes,
and generally highly improper, to tamper
with existing contracts. T know, too, it will
be particularly diffieult to seeure the impar-
tial retroaction of this Bill, o that the ills
of those sufferers may be in part alleviated.
I would ask the Minister, even s¢, whether
despite the difficulty, retroaction is abso-
lutely impossible, and whether he has
given to this aspeect of the question
the thorough  investigation whiech its
mportance  merits. From  what the
Minister smid  when moving the  second
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reading of the Bill, 1 know he has given it
some consideration, buf I am wondering
whether he has given it all the attention that
it undoubtedly deserves. I have the same
regard as have other memhers for the sanc-
tity of contracts, but I would like to qualify
that stateruent by saying that the only type
of contract which I held to be sacrosanct is
the eontract which affords an equal measure
of fair pilay to both parties, the sig-
natures to which have been obtained
without compulsion and withoat undné
persuasion, and which the parties en-
tered into with hoth eyes open. T
may add, however, that I am not pressing
the Minister to do this, hecause I quite see
that every care should be exercised when it
15 desired by the House to give retrospective
application to a Bill of this kind or any
lkind. We have to be careful that the gate
is not opened too far, and more harm than
good thereby occasioned. I cannot see the
least excuse for introducing the word chattel
into the Bill. I do not intend to speak at
length upon its inelusion now, as it is my
mtention, when we reach the Committee
stage, to move for its excision, and I now
zive the Minister notice to that effect. The
Bill also makes it incumbent upon a land
zalesman, in the ease of a sale to a married
woman, to seeure the hushband’s consent he-
fore the contract hecomes hinding on the
wife. Unless that eonsent he obtained, she
may hreak the contvact at any time. 1 can-
not see that that is a sound principle. Cer-
tainly, it is not a principle that ean be ex-
tended generally, although T think there
might be an exense for it in certain circum-
stances, bnt those circumstanees shonld cer-
tainly be specified. Tt will be plain to mem-
bers that there must he many married women
posgessed of ample means in their own right
who probably would not require, nor would
they seek, the protection to which T have
referred. The clause in the Bill dealing with
that particnlar matter should, T think, be
vecast. The reference to minors in the same
clanse dees not, in my opinion, carry the
same objections. I may inform the Min-
ister that in due course T shall move to
amend the short title of the Bill. That is
all T have to say now, except to make it
plain that the Bill will not only affeef those
eompanies in respect of whose malpraetices
we are bringing down this legislation, but
unfortunately quite a number of land agents
in this eity whase standing is, of eourse, he-
vond question.
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MR. NEEDHAM (Perth) [2.37): A
measure of this nature is necessary, because
undoubtedly very much latitude bas been
given to people dealing with real estate and
sales of subdivisional lands. We had a fair
amount of evidence to prove that during the
sittings of the Royal Commission appointed
by the previous Government a year or two
ago to inquire into the sales of ecertain
estates. 1 agree with the principle of the
Bill and shall support the second reading,
because I think purchasers of blocks of land
should be given protection. They have not
had it in the past. They have really been the
vietims in many vases of designing people
who were somewhat unscrupulous in their
method of representation of the value of the
land about te be sold, and particularly
generoys in their promises with respect to
the publie utilities that would sooner or later
be connected with the land to be sold. I
have had that experience myself, wlen
attempts were made to sell and assurances
were freely wiven that within a very short
period the particular block of land I was
offered would be an Klysium or an Arcadia.
with gll the conveniences that a man conld
require. A measure of this nature is worthy
of serions consideration. While I shall sup-
port the second reading of the Bill, there are
one or two features of it that might be con-
sidered when it reaches the Committee stage,
and that to my mind are rather drastic. In
the first place, if misrepresentations are
made on the sale of blocks of land, penalties
will be incurred,

Mr. Moloney: That is very cssential.

Mr. NEEDHAM: I realise that, but that
provision in the Bill rather conveys the idea
that every person concerned in the selling of
subdivisional lots is a disbonest person. That
is the presumption. While eertain persons
in the communily may not he altogether
honest, we must remember that other people
are entively honest. Clause 4 of the Bill, if
I do not mustake its import, provides that
the onus of proof of innocence is on the per-
son rharged. T think that is wrong. 1t is
altogether ab variance with the recognised
principle of British justice that a person is
innocent until he or she is proved guilty.
The onus of proof should not lie on the
person charged, but upon the proseeutor.
Unless T have misinterpreted that clause, I
say it is an inversion of British justice.
Probably there will be a chance of amending
the clanse in the Committee stage. Clause
5 shounld also be given consideration. A
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period of 14 days is allowed for inspeetion:
that is to say, if the purchaser has not in-
speeted the block of land at the time the con-
tract js entered into, then 14 davs shall be
allowed for inspection pnrposes; und there-
after another period of seven days is allowed
to complete negotiations—in all, 21 days. 1
think that period is rather long, when one
realises that most persons engaged in this
class of business have at their disposal
waodern motor transport,

The Minister for Mines: That is provided
the contract iz signed in the vieinity of the
land to be sold.

Mr, NEEDHAM : | admit that.  One
must, of course, take into consideration the
vast distances in this State of ours. As the
Minister for Mines has interjocted, an in-
tending purchaser of land in the wmetro-
politan area may be residing on the gold-
fields. I still think, however, that a person
should inspect the land in a shorter period
than 14 days. There is another phase:

-there can be the opportunity to speenlate
in that period with a view to selling at a
profit. That opportunity should not be
given. The only other elause that requires
to be amended is Clause 7., whieh deals
with confracts made by intants and mar-
ried women, and which provides that a
contract may be repudiated within a peviod
of 12 months. I realise the necessity for
protecting married women as  well as
minors who may be liable to be misled into
doing things that should not be done.
Still, 12 months is rather a long peried,
and I venture to suggest that a much
shorter term conld be provided. The Bill
is neeessary, and I support the sccond
veading, but in Committee T should like to
see made the alterations [ have sugeested.

MR. MOLONEY (Subiaco) [548]: I
support the second reading of the Bill,
which is an improvement om the legisla-
tion at present in existence. T was cer-
tainly surprised to hear some of the points
raised by the member for Perth, und for
the moment .| thought that he must have
felt that he was sent here direetly to re-
present the vendors. I have before me the
report of the Royal Commission on Tund
and Homes, Limited. [f the member for
Perth had perused it he would have real-
ised the need for Clause 4 about which he
is so fearful. | am not going to worry
the House by reading the report ol the
commission. The Bill, however, is just
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what was snggesied by the judge who sat
as the eommissioner. But for my part 1
do not think it goes far enough, althongh
it is a decided improvement on the law ag
it stands to-day. ‘The genesis of the Bill,
o doubt, is the flagrant injustice done to
the people under the aegis of the law, and
we have a leading member of the legal
fraternity of this State aeting ns the hut-
tress, and possibly rightly, to proteet the
vondors who were doing everything that
was  inequitable, but remaining within the
law. HKven the magistrates who had to give
Judgment against the purehasers in many
cases poiuled out that the position was mon-

strous.  Still, the law was there and it bad
tv bhe administered. The searchlight was

thrown upon the vompany and the iniquities
they had been practising were exposed. It
was olicited that they employed 287 sales-
men in a short space of time. Those sales-
men were unleashed like dogs from a slip;
they went from house to hounse and made it
their business to seek out the poor people
who no doubt were waiting each week for
their little pittance, and those people were
inveigled into huying land at a prohibitive
price.  They were gnlled by misrepresenta-
tions. 1t was allegedl also that the contraets
were falsified after they had heen signed.
These documents were subjected to miero-
seopical tests, but the Conunissioner said
that there was a slight doubt about it, and he
gave the vendors—Land and Homes Lid,,
for whom the member for Perth i3 so
solicitous—the henefit of the doubt, OQur
job now is to see that justice is done to the
purchaser as well as to the vendor. There
is no question now that the Bill has been
framed largely as a result of the com-
ments  of the Commissioner, who cannot
in any way be accused of having bheen
partis=un.  He¢ saw  where the anomalies
existed and he snggested certain alterations
to the law. In my opinion, however, those
alterations do not go far enongh, hecause
they will apply only to the fufure. I re-
member a gathering of 400 peeple that as-
sembled in Keogl’s hall to ventilate the
grievances they had against Land  and
Homes Limited. 1t made one’s heaxt bleed
to listen to some of the taley that were told
at that meeting, The outcome was that the
people combined and they were able to
bring pressure (o bear, il prevent the
vendors from carrying out the law by way
of distraining on whatever goods and chat-
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tels the unforlunate purchagers were posses-
sed of. I am glad to sce that provision is
made in the Bill for this to be eliminated.
‘There is another provision that T should
like to see included in the Bill, though T do
not know whether another place would
allow it to go through. Most of those people
who assembled at the hall were committed
to payments extending over a period of five
or six vears for the land that they honght,
and a remarkable feature of the contract
they entered inte, unlike anything in a hire
puwrchase agreement, was that they were
compelled to pay although the land they
had hought had heen token from them. Even
without the land, the purchasers were still
rosponsible for the payments. The Bill
should contain a provision to prevent this
kind of thing continuwing. T shonld like to
show the IMouse what hnge profits  were
made by Tand and Homes Ltd., and T will
take St. James’ Park as an illustration.
These were the fizures that were given he-
fore the Royal Commission. The original
purchase price was £13,841 then £221 was
paid by way of survevs, £1.235 far road-
making, £88 for clearing, £392 for water
service, £82 for eleciric light, and £G6 for
sundries. The amount set down for houses
erected was £2,319, and fer allowance in-
terest £6,325. The total amonnt expended,
and this inrluded the purchase price, was
£24.819. The company reeeived by way of
sales £71,938. Thus they showed a gross
profit of £47,119.  Their selling extras
were £17,202, and they made a net profii
of £29,017. T have dealt with only onc of
about eight estates the company had going
practically at the same time, The 287
bloodhounds to whom I have already refer-
red were out roping in the people under
various pretexts, and inducing them to buy
the land at ten times its real value; there
15 no question abont that. We find now
in some instances the people who hounght
that land are experiencing great hardships.
Some women have snffered to the extent of
having had to go into hospital on account
of worrv and stress te which thev have been
subjected by the ~vultures who indnced
them to buy the land, and afterwards took
proceedings against them. T ean give the
names of these people if it is necessary to
do s0. The poor women are afraid to
move: they have the sword of Damocles
hanging over their head and there is no
relief for them. Thev have said, **Take
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the land; T want to bave nothing further
te do with it.”’ The company, however,
will not do so and, like Shylock, hold the
buyers to their bond. That is why this
legislation is so essemntial. T consider that
there should he a retrospective clause in the
Bill so that people who are still suffering
at the hands of these bloodsuckers shall
be afforded some relief. As it is drafted at
present, the Bill merely provides for the
futore. That is not sufficient, I can quote
instances where the salesmen spoke of
tramways to be built, electric light and
water supplies to be laid on. The unfortu-
nate buyers were unable to do themselves
justice when giving evidence hefore the
commission. As might have been ezpested
of untutored people, they failed through
nervousness in the witness box and did not
disclose everything thev counid have done
notwithstanding the able services of Mr.
Ross MeDonald who watched their inter-
ests. In faet, very few were able to give
a coherent aceount of what had oceurred
between themselves and the salesmen.
Thus, in a sense, the commission resolved
iself into a whitewashing affair since the
company kept within the law in whatever
they did. What we now require is that the
onus shall be thrown on people who have
land to sell, of giving proof that their rep-
resentations are true. Many of the people
who bought the land were satisfied with
what they were told and affixed their sig-
natures over a dotted line or. the contract.
That econtract, unfortmnately, is binding,
Tt is satisfactory to find that provision is
made to protect wmarried women and
minors from the Smart Alees who come
along and paint a rosy picture of
a eottage and garden fo gull the
unsophistieated who, they say, ean end
their days in peaee 3nd comfortf.
Thev got out a catalogue for a place that
was to cost about £10,000. Tt is there pic-
fnred as a future home at St. James’ Park
or the Bella Vista Heights. This is the sort
of thing they put over the public, and the
sort of thing for which people fail. Strange
to say, so-called shrewd business men have
also fallen for ift. This company represents
nmme of the cleverest crowd that have ever
invaded this State. They are still operating
here. They avail themselves of every pos-
sible loophole to earry on their husiness.
Therefore it is our duty to proteci the publie
to-day more than ever. Very soon we shall
find, when the processes of the law are heing
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carried out, that the man whe bought blocks
of tand for £300 a piece, and at the end of
five years had only been able to pay £12 on
each hlock, a total of £60, will be called upon
to pay out another £400 on cach block. If
he has any assets they can be distrained
upon, hecause thiz Bill only provides for the
future, and not for the past. The measure
is not drastic enough te help those who are
in need. I hope the member for Nedlands
(Hon. N. Keenan) and the mewmber for West
Perth (Mr. MeDonald) will, in Conunittee,
be able to draft something that will give
these people the necessary proteetion. Tt is
our duty to protect persons who, by misrep-
resentation and guile, have got inte a posi-
tion from which they cannot eseape. fvery-
thing they possess ean be distrained upon.
Jt behoves this House to see that justice is
done. T am not concerned about these who
are ahle to look after themselves. My svin-
pathy lies with those who through lack of
edueation and lack of knowledge of husiness
technicalities, have signed contract forms
that were put in front of them. If the exist-
ing law had made the provision for mort-
gages that this Bill deals with, and had pro-
vided for the period of seven days in whicl
to inspect the land that might have heen
purchased, many of the cases we now have
to deal with wonld never have arisen. T
support the Biil in the hope that in Com-
mittee some amendment will he made along
the lines T have indicated.

On motion Ly Mr. MeDonald, debate ad-
Journed.

ANNUAL ESTIMATES, 1933-34.
In Committes of Supply.

Resumed from the 2nd November; 1AM
ITegney in the Chair.

Department of the Minister for Lands and
Tmigration (Fon. M. F. Trov, Minister).

Vote—Lunds  and £49.089

{purtly considered) :

MR. FERGUSON ([rwin-Moore) [6.S8]:
It is a matter for great regret that the Min-
ister for Lands, when bringing down his
Estimates, was unable to adopt the optimis-
trc tone of his colleague, the Minister for
Mines.

Surveis,

My, Latham: 1Te bas had his share in

tines gone by,
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Mr. FERGUSON: No doubt his turn will
colle ugain some day.

Mre. F, C. 1. Smith: Can you nominate
the date?

Mr. FERGUSON : If I were called upon
te do 50 T might sugeest that it wonld eoin-
¢ide with the date of the next general elec-
fion. Notwithstanding the difficult times
the Lands Department hias been through dur-
ing the past vear or so, its activilies pvo-
vide o pretty fair barometer as to the eon-
dition of the agricultural industry, They
serve lo indicate the amount of cenfidence
that would-be settlers ave reposing in our
hroad aeres, We are told that approximately
half-n-nillion acres were selected during the
pust year and three million acres of pox-
toral Tand, and (hat the Agrienitural Bank
have been able to dispose of several hundred
furins. Sceing that we have been faced with
1 erisis, the like of whieh we have never pre-
viously experienced, that is not n had per-
formance for the department to put up. Re-
ferving to wire-netling, the Minister said the
departinent under the wire-netting advances
legislation of the Commonwealth Govern-
ment, had distributed to 2,407 settlers 9,618
miles of netting, ad 245 tons of  wive,

the total cost Dheing £441,000. T gather
From the Andiior-Genernl’s  report  that
there is still a balance in the fund of
£108,000.  1n  view of the serfous iu-
roads that are Dbeing made Dby the

rabhit pest in the agricultural areas, I think
the Minister will receive numerous applica-
fions for netting during the coming year,
and it is very doubtful whether the £108,000
will be sullicient o meet all reguirements.

Plie Minister for Lands: T am douhtful
wlhother we shall get any more, hecause it
was o lump =um in the heginning, and all
of it was not used, Now that the agreement
has expired T do not knew that we shall he
entitled to the halanee that is unspent. I
am taking the matter up with the authorities
to see what ean be done about it.

Mr., FERGUSON: Tt would be rather
hard upon this State, if, becanse of a year
or two of adversity, we were unable to
utilise the whole fund that was made avail-
able hy the Commonwealth, we were to e
deprived of the balance unexpended at a
time when we need it. T trust the Minister
will he able to persuade the Commonwealth
Government to let ns have the balance of
£606,000, It is absolutely essential that a
larger sum ol money than that should be
made availnbie for this neecessary work.



(7 Novemser, 1933.]

The Minister knows, from his own experi-
ence, the ravages that ave made by this pest
upon the farmers’ erops and pastures, and
will agree that many hundreds of thousands
of miles of netting are necessary to protect
the interests of our people. Reecently, in
reply to & question asked by the member for
Pingelly, the Minister stated that wire-
netting of the inch and a half type was that
which was generally adopted in Australia,
and that, thongh it was admitted the smaller
mesh would be wore effective, the additional
cost to the settler of 2114 per cent. would
not be justified. From the evidence which
has recently been placed before me, I ques-
tion whether we have not, perhaps, made a
big blunder in supplying so much of the
inch and a balf netting. T doubt the efficacy
of netting of that size, Many users have
regretfed that they took the inch-and-a-half
niesh instead of the inch-and-a-quarter, and
have stated that they would have preferred
to spend the additional money in order that
their fences might be more effective in keep-
ing out the rabbits. T have here a sample
of the two kinds of neiting, and would like
the Minister and members to inspect it for
themselves. 1In practice there is a vasi
difference between the two sizes. A rabbit
could not possibly get through mesh of an
inch-and-a-quarter, but could readily squeeze
through netting of a larger size.

Mr. Doney: Would the inch-and-a-gquarter
netting keep out rabbits for all time? Would
they not come in just the same?

Mr. FERGUSON: If members will put
one piece of netting inside the other, they
will see the difference between them. One
size is quite big enough to allow a rabbit
to squeeze through, buib in the case of the
smaller size the animal could not get
throungh. Officers of the agrienltural depart-
went have for years stated that netfing of
an inch and a balf mesh is sufficient for all
purposes. It is upon that advice the Minis-
ter for Lands has made his distributions to
the farmers. No one can blame the Minister,
We now have had several years of experi-
ence of wire netting, and I think it would
be wise if we were to profit by it.

Mr. Donev: Almost all the private pur-
chasers use inch-and-a-half mesh,

Mr. FERGUSON: T believe it is now the
policy of thoze who are outside the scheme
of distribution to buy inch-and-a-quarter
meshing. T want to net-in my farm, bul
liave no desire to erect several miles of

[64]
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fencing, only to find it is ineffective. Dur-
ing the last few days I wrote to two of my
electors, who have farms in the Moora dis-
triet. and have their properties fenced with
vaohiue Leillog.

Silting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 p.m.

Mr., FERGUSOXN : Prior to the tea ad-
journment, 1 was ahout to deal with the posi-
tion of two adjoining properties east of
Moora. One property is the well-known
Cranmoore Park, owned by the Boolardy
Pastoral Company and managed by Mr. E.
H. B. Lefroy. The other is Tootra Sta-
tion, the property of the New Zealand and
Australian Land Company, and managed by
Mr. R. H. Wallace. Cranmore Park is
fenced with 14-inch mesh netting and Tootra
Station with 13-ineh mesh netiing. In view
of the evidence placed before me as (o the
ineffectiveness of 1j-ineh netting, 1 wrote
to the managers of the two properties [ have
mentioned with a view to securing direct evi-
dence from them because 1 felt sure that
any opinion they expressed would be reli-
able and dependable. I know the managers
of both properties, and 1 can assure the
Committee that cvery reliance ean he placed
on their statements. I will read the views
they expressed im communications to me. I
will deal with Cranmore Park first. In
writing to me Mr. Lefroy said—

Four years ugo a garden arca ut the home-
stead was enclosed with 1%%in. nctting. Muel
difliculty was experienced threugh young rab-
hits entering the garden, so much so that many
plants were destroyed hefore the rabbits could
be caught. How they could get in was a
puzzle; gates and the fence were well erccted.
Eventually the gardever killed a small rabbit,
which he lad aectually seen pass through the
netting into the garden. On seeing so large
u tabbit, [ refused to believe that it could
go through a mnormal 1I:in. mesh, but on
trying, found that it could De slipped
through with ease. A strip of 1}4in, mesh
netting, six inches in the ground and one foot
out of the ground, was attached to the exist-
ing netting two years ago. 'There has not
since been a rabbit in the garden. This ex-
perience was reported te the Moora Vermin
Board, and the rteport was sent on by the
board to the Covernment recommending, at
the same time, discontinuance of the use of
1%yin. netting. The official attitude appears
to bethat any rabbit, which eould pass through
Li%in. netting, would not remain alive away
from its mother. That might be correct under
dry conditions, but as our breeding season In
Western Australia takes plaee in cool weather,
when there is ample sueculent feed, there can
be no doubt at all about most of the rabbits
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living and thriving, Recently a ratepayer who
had previously doubted the accuracy of these
statements, eame and reported to the Moora
Vermin Board his own experience. He, too,
had lately fenced his garden with 134in, rabbit
netting, Small rabbits were found inside the
garden. He stil! was not satisfied, so made a
eage of 14in, rabbit nefting, and put some
young rahbitsg in it, They got ount through the
mesh, The same ratepayer informed the board
that his neighbour had reported to him that
he had found with astonishment, that young
rabbits eould get through the meshes of his
1%%in. femee. Our own men have reported
having scen the same, The remedy appears
plain: 1%4in. mesh for the six inches under
the ground, and for the first 12 inches above
the ground, the balance to be of 1l4in. mesh.
The manufacturer complains that this would
mean the altering of his machine. I earn-
cstly submit that the policy of the State
should be towards a design on the lines of
that deseribed here, and that tenders should
be called for further requirements accordingly.
This rabbit scourge is becoming more and
more acute and more and more diffienlt to deal
with, and it seems the position wilt be hope-
less, failing the most thorough and the most
effective methods of attack.

This is an extract from the letter sent to me
by Mr. Wallance of Tootra Station—

Yours of the 19th inst. to hand, and I wish
to state that the boundary fence at Tootra
is 1%4in. netting, but one of our fences has
13%in.,, and I have noticed on & couple of
occasions where a small rabbit, which I
certainly think would live, has gone through
the 1%in. netting. I do not think there is any
doubt that the 114in, netting is much superior
and wcll worth the difference in cost.

In view of these statements, I ask the Min-
ister for Lands to at least give serious con-
sideration to the question whether, seeing
that the farmers of Western Australia have
largely used 13-inch mesh netting, it would
not be wiser to alter that policy and adopt
the smaller mesh. 'We may find that, as the
rabbits become more and more numerous,
our existing fences will be ineffective. The
Minister is a praetical man and will realise
that there is a divergence of opinien on this
question. Rather than accept the views ex-
pressed to him by his officials—those views,
I believe, are in aceord with those held
by most of the people in this State—would
it not be wise to have a further investiga-
tion to ascertain whether the statements
made by the two gentlemen whose letters I
have quoted, and by dozens of other prac-
tieal men who have given similar testimony,
should not warrant future netting supplies
to clients of the Lands Department being of
114-inch mesh  Failing that, wil the Min-
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ister endeavour to make arrangements—I
know it is largely a matter of finance—so
that people who are satisfied it is essential
for the proper development of their pro-
perties to use 13-inch mesh netting, will he
able to do so? I understand there is nothing
in the Commonwealth legislation to prohibit
that course being adopted, and the only fac-
tor requiring consideration is that of the ad-
ditional eost. I urge upon the Minister the
advisability of giving the matter further con-
sideration along the lines I suggest, in the
interests of the farming community gener-
ally, That is the only objest I have
m mind in diseussing the matter, be-
canse I am convineed that quite a
lot of careful, thoughtful, solid opin-
ion is swinging in behind the belief that
the 1%-inch mesh netting is not effective.
T think that matter can safely be left in the
hands of the Minister. In the course of his
speech in introduecing his Estimates, the Min-
ister referred to some of the other activities
of his department and he dealt with the salt
investigations by Dr. Teakle. I am inclined
to think that the Minister in his remarks was
not quite fair to Dr. Teakle. He said he
wished to be fair, but I am afraid he left
on the minds of his hearers and of those who
read the report of his remarks, an impres-
sion that he was not quite satisfied with the
work Dr. Teakle was doing. The inference
might he drawn from his remarks that Dr.
Teakle was not earrying out his duties in
the way the State might expect.

Mr. Griffiths: And that one could not rely
upon his opinion,

Mr. FERGUBON: I do not think the
Minister went quite that far. I do not hold
any brief for Dr. Teakle, but during the
time I was in charge of the Department of
Agricalture, of which Dr. Teakle is an offi-
cer, although his services are being used at
present for this particular work by the
Lands Department, I came into close con-
tact with him and could not hut he im-
pressed with him as an officer. Tt seemed
to me he was one of the most capable offi:
cers of the department, and, in my opinion,
he was doing remarkably well the work he
was instructed fo carry out, The Minister
referred to Dr. Teakle as a theorist. I de
not know of any man who is a scientist, hut
at the same time is a more practical man
than Dr. Teakle. He comes of a practical
family. His father and his grandfather
are farming in the Northampton area and
his forbears were farming for hundreds of
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years before him. He was brought up on a
farm in this State and the whole of his
training during his younger days tended to
make him a practical man. The secientifie
knowledge he has gained in receni years,
combined with the practical nature of the
man himself, have particularly suited him
for the work entrusted to him since he has
been with the Departiment of Agrieulture.
After Dr. Teakle had been educated at the
University of Western Australia, where he
studied under Professor Paterson and took
his B.S¢. degree, he went abroad aud studied
at the Umiversity of California where he
took his M.Se, degree. He was abroad for
several years, during which period he de-
voted his energies, time and talents to the
investigation of s0il and plant nntrition
problems. Thus, when he rveturned te the
Department of Agriculture in Western Aus-
tralia, he was probably as well equipped in
those particular phases of agrienlfure as
anyone else whose services it would have
been possible to obtain within the State or
‘within the Commonwealth. At the Uni-
versity of California, be studied under
several well-known professors, one of whom,
Professor Hoagland, is stated to be one of
the Jeading plant nutrition anthorities of the
world. He has heen described by leading
experts in England, including Sir John
Russell, as one of the foremost soil
authorities in the world. Dr. Teakle
stndied with that professor and, therefore,
his education wag an efficient as would be
possible anywhere. In addition, Professor
Prescott, who is the head of the soil division
of the Secieniific and Industrial Research
Couneil of Ausiralia, when on a visit to
Western Australia some time ago, spoke
highly of Dr. Teakle’s qualifications and
said he was peeculiarly fitted to earry out the
work entrusted to him. Since Dr. Teakle
has returned from America, he has concen-
trated on soil and plant nuotrition work, and
I venture to assert that had his services been
available to the department at an earlier
stage in its history, the producers of West-
ern Australia would have benefited tremen-
dously.

Mr. Latham: We might never have settled
the Avon Valley.

Mr. FERGUSON : I have heard that said
before, and by less responsible men than
the Leader of the Opposition. Dr. Teakle
has never said that the Avon Valley should
not have been settled. He has pointed out,
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iime and agaip, that the salt problem with
which he bas dealt has been mainly in the
Esperance arens and in that part of the
State associated with the 3,500 farms
scheme. It has repeatedly been said that
there is no similar problem in the Avon Val-
ley or the castern districts, and I am at a
loss to understand why the Leader of the
Opposition should have made such a remark.
If Dr. T'eakla had been here when the Avon
Valley was being settled, it is quite pos-
gible that a whole lot of mistakes which
were then inade might never have been made.
The areas of salt land in the Avon Valley
to-day, which have heen caused only by the
clearing of timber on the higher lands,
would never have been there, because Dr.
Teakie would have advised the people to
leave more forest land uncleared.

Mr. Mann: There is very little salt Jand
in the Avon Valley.

Mr. FERGUSON: Then why say that if
Dr. Teakle had heen here when it was being
settled, it might never have heen settled?
I have had the privilege of seeing some of
Dr. Teakle’s work on the State farm at
Salmon Gums, and I only wish the member
for thai diztriect had been here this evening
s0 that he eould bave told us some of the
results of that work.

'The Minister for Lands: Salt was dis-
covered therc before ever Dr. Teakle went
there.

Mr. FERGUSOXN: That iz not correet.
They did not discover it before he went
there. As a matter of faet, the failure of
crops on the State farm and in the Salmon
Gums district generally was attributed to
everything under the sun. When first I
went there, there was no such thing as a
salt problem,

Mr. Latham: Why years ago Professor
Paterson declared there was salt there!

Mr. FERGUSON: They satd the cause of
the failure of erops was blight, and all sorts
of other things.

The Minister for Lands: The trustees of
tho Agrienltnral Bank 20 years ago said
the land was salty.

Mr. FERGUSON : No, the evidence placed
hefore the Royal Commission that inquired
into that area did not say the failure was aue
te salt. There was a suggestion of salt, but
the failure of crops was not ascribed to that
When I was there, the loeal farmers on
areas that year after year had failed to
grow a crop, assigned for that failure all
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sorts of reasons other tham salt. If the
member for Wanowna were here tonight, he
would support me in that statement. The
Ainister for Lands said that Dr. Teakle had
been flitting around the country doing a lot
of unpecessary travelling, and so frittering
away the taxpayers’ money. 1 do not know
what Dr. Teakle is doing now, hut when I
was in the department he did not waste a
lot of the State’s money in that way.

The Minister for Lands: His travelling
about has cost thousands of pounds,

Mr. FERGUSON: Every officer of the
department who has to travel the country
must spend some money in that way.

The Minister for Lands: It does not mat-
ter so much, if the officer is doing effective
work,

Mr. FERGUSON: T have heard of the
Minister himself being aceused of fitting
about the country and gpending the State’s

money. I am not condemning the Minister
because of that, nor do T condemn Dr.
Teakle,

The Minister for Lands: At all events, I
was not condemning land.

Mr. FERGUSOX: XNeither has Dr.
Teakle. e has simply put up a report
with a plan and indicated on that plan
which was soil of low-salt content, and
which was of high-salt conteni; and he was
particular to say that in an average season,
where there was more than a certain per-
centage of salinity in the soil it would net
be safe to attempt to grow a erop on it. We
have been told that seftlers have grown
zood crops on some of the soil condemned
by Dr. Teakle.

Mr. Stubbs: And that is quite true,

Mr. FERGUSON: I have heard the hon.
member say that before. T should like to
ask wlether the hon. member making that
interjection has ever seen Nr. Teakle’s re-
ports or any plans prepared by him.

Mr. Stubbs: Of course I have.

Mr. FERGUSON: He has seen the Lake
Grace country and certain areas which Dr.
Teakle has said that, with a light rainfall,
it would not be safe to go farming upon.
But those areas upon which seftlers are
said to have grown good erops repeatedly,
prohably they would he found in Dr.
Teakle’s classification as lands which, while
having a high salt content in the suhsoil,
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could grow good erops in a Treasonable
rainfall but that in seasons of light rainfall
there would he great visk of non-profitable
crops being grown.

Mr, Stubbs: I am not disputing that.

Mr. FERGUSON: I want to point out
to the Minister that this soil classification is
not the only activity upon which Dr. Teakle
has heen engaged. When he dii his so-
called flitting about the country he was
carrying out instructions of one of the de-
partments for which he was working. We
have had a great deal of trouble in the Den-
mark district with the wasting disease, and
Dr. Teakle, with the officers of the Couneil
of Secientific and Industrial Research, has
been engaged with soil problems in that
localify, and of eourse he has lad to visit
the district.  He has been instructed to
make an examination of Herdsman's Lake.
[ venture to say that had he been in this
State and heen able to give the advice he is
capable of giving now, the £100,000 odd
that the State spent on Herdsman’s Tnke
would never have been spent., He has been
instrocted to go up in the northern distriets
to Dartmoor, and to go into the far eastern
areas to the Ghooli State farm: he has had
to carry out those various activities, and so
it was not quite fair to acense him of flitting
around the eountry frittering away the tax-
payers’ 1oney, To get an indication of
what the people of Salmon Gums think of
the work of Dr. Teakle, ane has only to go
into that district to secure firsthand infor-
mation, The other day, when the Minister
for Agriculture returned from that district,
he made this statement to the Press—

The research work donme by Dr. Teakle in
his soil survev of the distriet has placed him
in a position to say very definitely that from
a scientific and theoretical point of view cer-
tain types of land are unsuitable for wheat,
and his verdiet coincides both with the records
of farming in the district and with the results
of careful experiments made on the Govern-
ment Experiment Farm at Salmon Gums. This
season there is one paddock on the farm, with
nice sandy soil, which the manager estimates
will average 18 bushels to the acre, while the
erops on the heavy clayey land and the kopi
soil are a failure.

The timber by no means definitely dster-
mines the quality of the soil or its suitability
for the enltivation of wheat, but se much in-
formation is mow available as a result of Dr.
Tenkle’s work that experienced farmers are
themselves able to form a good idea of the
type of soil upon which wheat may be grown
with success.
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Concerning the utilisation of the balance of
he eountry, much investigatory work remains
o be done, but it appears that it will grow
Ye fairly well, and oats gslso to an extent.
. regard Dr. Teakle’s work as of the utmost
mportance to the distriet, for be is enabling
he settlers to determine in advance which
and should be placed under wheat. The cost
if the soil survey is given as 19%d. per aere.
inder the old methed a settler would have
leared his land, feneed it and enltivated it
wefore he learned whether or not it was suit-
ible for his purpose. Now, at a cost of 1%;4d.
rer acre, he is able to procure the same infor-
nation in advance, That is an illuminating
omparison hetween ont-of-date and up-to-date
nethods as applied to agriculture.

\s far as I am able to judge, the value of
oil surveys, soil classifications and plant
mtrition investigations is playing a much
reater part in the development of agricul-
ure in every country of the worid to-day
han it did in the past. Because of that,
b was very wise in the Government of the
lay to appoint a man like Dr. Teakle, with
he qualifications he possesses, in order that
hey might avoid the waste of so much
noney, either governmental or private, in
he development of lands entirely unsuitahle
or the purpose. Soil survey defines the
arious types of seil and gives opportunity
o those about to seleet land to know what
hose soils are capable of. Tt is work on
rhich the Government can well spend a little
1oney. As a farmer, T have made mistakes
1 the treatment of soil, and there are
housands of others who have done the
ame. Had they had the knowledge which
; available to them to-day, and which men
f the calibre of Dr. Teakle possess, a lot
f those mistakes would not have been made.
‘o indicate how this work of soil classifiea-
on is being undertaken in the other States,

may say that in several of the States
vestigations sneh as Dr, Teakle has under-
iken here are being carried ont. It is for-
mate that they ave, because they have
voided the expenditure of hundreds of
wousands of pounds which might otherwise
ave heen undertaken by Governments in

weir desire to seitle ony and every
lass  of land whether suitable for
sttlement or mnot. The bulk of the
’sil  classifieation work in Australia

»-day is being done on a system. As
1e result of knowledge gained in other parts
t the world and co-ordination of the work
ere in Awustralia, we are doing the same in
Festern Australia as is being done in the
ther States. The bulk of it is being done
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under the supervision of Professor Prescott,
the head of the soil divizion of the C.8.I.R.
and head of the department in the Waite
Institute in South Australia, It is being
carried out by the officers of the Depart-
ment of Agriculture in the various States.
During recent years the C.S.I.R. have issued
a number of bulletins dealing with this mat-
ter, and the information they contain is
highly valuable. 1 could wish that more
menthers of Parliament and more of the puh-
lie of Western Australia would avaii them-
selves of the knowledge contained in some
of those bulletins. In New South Wales re-
cently the authorities have spent a consider-
able amount of money on the soil investiga-
tions in the Murrumbidgee irrigation areas,
with & view to endeavouring to correct some
of the mistakes made in the treatment of the
soils. In one of the bulletins issued by the
C.5.LR. the other day I noticed this—

Soil surveys have been carried out on five
scttlements in the region of the Murray Val-
fey, aggregating 9,300 acres mainly planted
to horticultural crops. The arcas are seat-
tered over about 60 wmiles of typical majles
country in the vicinity of Swan Hill, ranging
trom Goodnight (New South Wales) in the
north to Kangaroo Lake (Victoria) in the
south, Considerable decrcases in cropped area
have oecurred on ong settlement (Treseo), and
a proportion of each has been rendered un-
productive by an excessive imercase in soil
salinity . . .. The soil position on the settle-
ments has been outlined, mentioning the distri-
hution and extent of the several soils, irriga-
tien and drainage nceessities, the importance
of soil salinity, and its sphere of influence on
cach area.

[ also notice that recently a project was
placed hefore the South Australian Govern-
ment regarding the development of a large
area of land at Lake Albert. 1t was pro-
posed to spend a lot of money there to open
up the territory. Before doing so, the soil
classification officers were asked to make an
investigation. Here is an extract from one
of the bulletins I have mentioned and which
I would like to read te the House—

The survey of the bed of Lake Albert was
undertaken by the Council’s Division of Seil
Research, as a result of a request from the
South  Australian Parliamentary Standing
Committee on Public Works, acting in con-
junction with the Developmeat and Migra-
tion Commission of the Commonwealth, that
the Chief of the Division of Seil Research
should co-operate with the Director of Agri-
culture of South Ausiralia in reporting upon
the type, quality, and suitability of the seoil
in J.ake Albert for dry-farming, or for pro-
duction under irrigation.
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The present communication is an account of
tho survey, its technique and scientific results.
The point of practical importance in the re-
port is that the work of the division has de-
monstrated that the area ecxamined would be
little suited for agricultural purposes, and
thus that a drainage scheme, estimated to cost
many thousands of pounds sterling, would be
quite unwarranted. In other words, the ex-
penditure of the inappreciable sum iavelved
in the division’s operations, together with the
application of recently developed methods of
eoil examination, have shown the way to the
avoidance of what might otherwise have been
a costly mistake in land scttlement.

The point I wish to make is that, if there
had been no soil classification officers in
South Australia of the type of Professor
Prescott and Dr. Teakle, no doubt an exten-
gsive settlement would have been undertaken
in the Lake Albert avea, and probably there
would have heen a repetition of our experi-
ence. There was another instance in South
Australia in the Murray River irrigation
avens, The (overnment spent over
£1,000,000 in one settlement, and £300,000
of that amount has heen written-off beeanse
it is eonsidered that the soil in the localities
where the money has been spent is unsuit-
able for production. I should like the Minis-
ter for Lands to remember that, if there is
going to be any extensive land settlement
in Western Australia in future, it is likely
to be in those areas that are on the fringe
of settlement to-day. Most of those areas
are in light rainfall distriets, certainly dis-
Lricts of lighter rainfall than the bulk of the
country settled so far. We cannot afford to
make any ecostly mistakes in those areas.
The State cannot afford to repeat the mis-
takes of the past. I venture the opinior to
the Minister, who I know is an intensely
practical man, that it wonld be wise to take
notice of men who have had scientific train-
ing in other parts of the world as well as in
Western Australia, particularly when the re-
sult of the knowledge gained abroad coin-
cides with that of what we are pleased to
term the practical farmer in this State.
Wherever Dr. Teakle has been and in all the
areas where he has decided that there is a
high salt content, the farmers themselves
have proved that the erops on such areas
are not as good as in other localities. While
they have attributed the failure of erops to
other reasons, it seems to me fo be largely
due to the fact that the high salt content
of those soils so weakens the crop as to make
it impossible for the plant to stand up
against the adverse conditions inseparable
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from a dry spell at a eritical period of th
growth. We can profitably be guided by th
advice of scientists who have made a stud
of the problems that confront us, problem
that practical farmers have no time or op
portunity and probably not sufficient know
ledge to study for themselves. It is the dut
of the State to endeavour to foster settle
ment and inerease production by all pessihl
means, and I hold that one of the best way
to do it is to have scientific officers of th
calibre of Dr, Teakle, because the informs
tion he can make available is of the utmos
value to the State. I mention this particu
larly because I think the Minister, in intrc
ducing his Estimates, was unwittingly ne
quite fair to the officer in question, and
do not want a false impression of that office
to go abroad. Having had three years’ inti
mate association with him in the Departmen
of Agriculture, I could not fail to be im
pressed with his ability. I believe the pre
sent Minister for Agriculture would suppor
my remarks; I am sure the member fo
Kanowna were he present, would do
because a lot of Dr. Teakle’s work has com
under his notice. I believe the member fo
Subiaco visited that part of the State ¢
cently in company with the Minister fo
Agriculture, and, judging by the hon. mem
ber’s remarks to me, he alse was impresse
with what he saw, I believe he could tell u:
if he would do so, that the recommendation
of Dr. Teakle were substantiated in aectus
practice by the farming community of th
district.

MR. GRIFFITHS (Avon) [83]: T 4
not intend to deal with the minor problem
of settlers on the land. Undouhtedly, sue
problems as soil salinity, the question of cop
ing with the rabbit pest and whether 13-inc
or 1}-inch mesh netting is the more efficien
the weed problems, and all these things ar
not ocecupying the minds of settlers so muc
as is the larger nuestion of the rehabilits
tion of the industrs. When T hear of thos
minor troubles, I am reminded of the rt
marks of the humorist, David Harum. wh
said tt was a good thing for the dog to hav
fleas because it kept him busy seratchin
and made him forget that lie was a dog. Per
haps some of those {roubles oceupy th
1ninds of the farmers and prevent them frot
thinking too muech of the higger problem a
Lo how they are going to carry on in futur
There are plans and plans for keeping th
farmers on the land. Mr. White, the Direc
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:or under the Farmers’ Debts Adjusiment
Act, has presented a scheme in evidence he-
fore the Agrieultural Bank Royal Commis-
sion. I understand also that eertain amend-
ments, proposed by the Primary Producers’
Association, are to be made to the Farmers'
Debts Adjustment Act, which will make for
rreater seeurity by giving the direetor wider
powers to handle ecreditors. I helieve the
Wheatgrowers’ Union have a plan that they
we anxiouns shall be submitted to Parha-
nent and discussed. Recently a meeting was
reld at Merredin attended by 300 farmers,
10t only members of the Wheatgrowers'
[fnien but members of the Primary Pro-
lacers’ Association and representatives of
‘the Australian Labour Party, the Agrieunl-
ural Society and traders—practically the
whole of the community. They were not
ronecrned so muech about soil salinity or net-
ting-mesh Llrovbles as they were ahout the
problem of ecarrying om in the future. I
hope the various schemes will be investigated
and that we shall have an opportunity to
liseuss them. The session is drawing to a
zlose and the Minister has told us that no-
thing can be done in the matter of recon-
Jitioning debts. If it is going fo be a ques-
tion of awaiting the report of the Royal
Commission on the Agrieultural Bank, I ask
the Minister to consider the cutlook of the
people on the land. Menbers herg might
become weary of us who are always talking
of the troubles of farmers, but it is more tirve-
some for them to have to put up with those
sroubles and battle on almost hopelessly, as
nany of them are doing. I hope some meas-
are will be introdueed that will give the
farmers hope. There are the matiers of
security of tenure and the conditioning of
lebts. We are told that the time is not ripe
0 consider those matters. We were told
:hat 12 months ago and it is still being said.
We tell the farmer that the time is not ripe,
ind that it is necessary to wait until con-
litions hecome more stable. The reply of
she farmers is that they will be stabilised
mb of their holdings and the debts will dis-
ippear entirely, and that there will be no
shance of reconditioning debts if the matter
s not soon undertaken. The Director under
:-he Farmers’ Dehts Adjustment Aect has
iome idea of gebtting the Federal authorities
0 step in to provide credit or some form of
1ote issue for tle assistance of the States
m an acreage basis. He considers that ihe
sroblem of rehabilitating the wheat-growing
ndustry is too big for the States and that
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it will have to be handle] by the Federal
Government. Be tnat as it wmay, we who
represent the wheat-growers are expected to
voice the views of the farmers and endeav-
our to get something done that will bring
finality. Only by the reconditioning of debts
and by granting security of tenure is there
any reasonsble prospect for the future, and
those things I have been urging for three
years. I hope that hefore the session closes
something will be done to give the farmers
hope, and that a re-ovganisation of the in-
dustry will be carried into effect. There is
one thing we have been preaching for years
and that is the need for getting our wheat-
growers to undertake mixed farming—wheat
and sheep. In some of the eastern areas
many things could be done that would ease
the store bill and enable the home to be con-
ducted at reduced eost, but those things are
neglected. The settlers have noi the finance
with which to enter into sheep, but some men
have started off with a few old ewes and
have gradually built up a flock and improved
it. They have thus been enabled to provide
a little meat for their own families and sell
a little to neighbours, and thus have gradu-
ally introduced sheep into their farming
operations. A eow, a few pigs and poultry
should be found on every farm. On mauny
of the up-to-date farms in the more settled
parts of the State, those side-lines are found,
but further out they are the exception. As
vegards sheep, the farmers cannot afford the
necessary netting, and it is somewhat futile
to talk of running sheep if there is no pos-
sibility of getting netting to keep them
within bounds. I de not intend to speak at
length on this vote. I skall have more to
say on the Estimates of the Department of
Agriculture, though noi on the aspect I have
been stressing. Couniry members, one and
all, are seriously perturbed to get something
definite from Parliament as to the {uture of
the wheat-growing industry, which, after all,
is one of the mainstays of the State. With
that remark I shall conclnde, reserving fur-
ther commenis until the Estimates of the
Department of Agriculture are reached.

MR. BROCEKMAN (Sussex) {813]; [
listened with keen interest to the Mlinister’s
speech in iniroducing his Estimates, He
zpoke of the new settlement at Nannup in-
augurated by ihe previous Governmént and
hased, I consider, on sound lines. For a
time, the seitlers appeared to he progres-
sive. but during the last six months or more
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they have seemingly been at a standstill,
The capitalisation of the holdings is increus-
ing greatly and the settlers are becoming
more or less dissatisfied. 1 hope that in the
near future the Minister will visit the Nan-
nup settlement and inform the scttlers of
what they may expect from the Govern.
ment. T visited those holdings on Snnday
tast, and it was very pleasing indeed to ob-
gerve the growth of the grass, and {o note
how well the stoek were looking; but im-
provements did not seem to me to be in-
creasing as they should be. I wish also to
refer to the settlers who were placed on the
holdings at Busselton. I have not very
great faith in the commtry east of Bussel-
ton on which they were placed, and I feel
that if men like Messrs. Forrest and Carter
condemned that country, as the Minister
has stated they did, their adviee is worth
aceepting, and can well be aceepted by the
Minister.  Before the inister condemns
the eountry finally, however, I hope he will
again inspect it, hecause I am told the pas-
tures on it are looking very well indeed.
Perhaps he may alter his opinion because
even the best of us may make mistakes,
partieularly in regard to our south-west
lands, which vary very considerably indeed.
I would like to say a few words with re-
gard to the land the Minister is proposing
to cut up between Nannup and Angusta.
I hope the development of that land will
proceed on more economical lines than in
the past. I hope the Government will
develop that country more by ring-harking
and chopping blackboy, instead of putiing
settlers on it in its virgin state, In the
southern portion of this State development
of land has taken place over a period of
vears and this proposed new ecountry can
be developed far more cheaply if it is rung
and suckered for from two to five years. I
gonsider that country should be brought
under produeiivity at an expense of about
£7 per acre, whereas, by methods in use
to-day, it would cost from £35 fo £40 per
aere, which is far too high, It is in excess
of the value of the land. I would also like
to spenk about the large area of country
classified by the late Government hetween
Augusta and Pemberton. I know the coun-
try, and it is very fine land indeed. T was
sorry to hear the memher for Guildford-
Midland say that the eves had heen picked
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out of the South-West, and that all the goo
land had gove. Thai is incorrect. He reall
does not know the country, but I have bee
over every part of ift. I do not want to se
any more group settlements started unt
such time as we have proved that the exig
ing ones are a snccess. I feel satisfied the
will be n suceess if properly bandled; by
there is no reason why we should not pre
pare country at s modersle cost for futur
settlement, There is a large avea of lan
between Augusta and Pemberton whie
would settle up to one thousand settler
perhaps more. If it is developed econom
cally it will be a success, but I would nc
iike to sec seftlers placed on it under th
same conditions as group settlers have bee
pliced on virgin eountry. That country ca
be developed very much more cheaply b
ring-barking and chopping Mackboy, I
ragard to present settlement, mueh countr
has been cleared at the Margaret River, by
[ do not approve of that settlement. Tt i
capitalised to the extent of £17 per aew
and is only half developed now. I woul
much rather the Government transferred th
unemployed from undeveloped land to exist
ing holdings to bring them up to their fu
productivity.  Thus the settlers might b
able to market sufficient butter fat and s
meet their commitments,

The Minister for Employment:
lovermnent have already made n
ncuneement in that respeet.

Mr. BROCKMAN: T am pleased to hea
that. T think all the seftlers will be ver
pleased to hear it too, hut T would like som
information ahout the method which wi
be employed to develop the holdings. I
the seftlers are placed under foremen, a
hus been done in the past, T do not thin
it will he very suceessful. I have alway
thought that the Tmperial and Common
wealth Governments should share with on
Government in the gronp settlement losses
I' think the agreement was a tripariite ons
and therefore the State Govermment shoul
not bear the whole of the loss, That ¢
e has seemed neither fair nor right, and .
think it will he wise for the Minister to se
whether the Government eannot obiain som
redress from the Tmperial and Common
wealth Govermments, 1 do not think ther
iz anything further I ean say on the matter

Th
pre
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MR. J. H. SMITH (Nelson) [8.22]: L
istened with a great deal of interest to the
Minister for l.ands when introducing the
Estimates of his department. He appeared
rather pessimistic, but nevertheless said he
was convineed that when wheat prices re-
suvered everything in the garden would be
lovely. Could the Minister inform us when
there is a pessibility of wheat prices re-
overing? Is it not time that members
looked further afield, and advocated intense
sulture? T listened also with a great deal
of interest to what the Minister suid as to
rroup settlements and the forty-seven aban-
buned blocks in the Busselton area, T will
say something abont them later on. 1 then
listened to the eriticisms of the Minister’s
advoreacy of the Estimates. The member for
Irwin-Moore (Mr. Ferguson) made a very
long speech.

My, Ferguson: I did not.

Mr. J. H. SMITH: The hon. member en-
deavoured to spread a lot of treacle over
Dr. Teakle. To my mind it is a very great
pity that Dr. Teakle did not come into
prominence before the present Goverpwment
diverfed the money which was to have been
used for the bmilding of the Boyup Brook-
Cranbrogk railway. It is a pity Dre. Teakle
was not there then. However, I do not
selieve in this treacle for Dr. Teakle at all.
If Dr. Teakle were to go over the wheat
land, then we would find we had salt in
avery part of Western Australia.  Prae-
aeal people know that even to-day the land
which is suppoesed to be sweet in the South-
West will, if ring-barked in the gullies, be-
:ome salt. The salt spreads and we have to
let the bluegums grow again. But Dr.
Teakle has gone right tbroughout this coun-
ry, from one end to the other, and eondemned
t holug bolus, T am not pitting the membes
‘or [rwin-Moore against seoves of my friends
vho are successful agriculiurists and sue-
-es<ful wheatgrowers in this State. But they
av that Dr. Teakie would condemn al} the
and in the State because of its salinity.
My friend lives in the Upper Swan district,
rhere the settlers exist on a bonus paid by
‘he dried-fruit industry. They are on the
sig’s back; it does not matier to them.

Mr. Fergnson: That is not correet.

Myr. J. H. SMITH: 1{ is. The hon. mew-
rer will probably agree with me when 1 say
hat T wish Dr. Teakle had come into prom-
nence earlier in the piece. 1 wish he had
ome into prominence hefore the Govern-
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ment in their wisdom started on their migra-
tion and development scheme and diverted
the money that should rightly have been
spent in the South-West portion of this
State. A vast area of land conld have been
opened up then, The Advisory Beard stated
that 2,500 people conld be settled suceess-
fully in the Scouth-West. We would have
had our railway and we would bave had our
country settled. I want to inform the Minis-
ter that T hope the Premier will come to my
distriet on the 24th of this month and, fail-
ing him, the Minister for Agriculture.

The Premier: I think we will both go,

Mr. J. H. SMITH: We can show them
land better than any other land in all the
world.

Members: Hear, hear!

Mr. J. H. SMITH: If necessary, I will
place statistics on the Table of the House
to prove that 400 acres of land in the dis-
trict, which all the experts sav is the
greatest in the world, is depasturing 3,000
sheep all the year round. It has earried
11,000 sheep, and that is the land which
would he traversed by the proposed Boyup
Brook-Cranbrook railway. There is no dis-
puting the fact that the Government are
being pressed te build railways on country
leading to wheat lands. Yet the Minister
tor Lands himseif states that there is no
hope for land settlement unless wheat prices
improve. What do the Government mean by
binding themselves or hoodwinking them-
selves to build railways where wheat only is
grown?

The CHAIRMAN: I do not think the
hon. memher is in order in diseussing rail-
ways.

Mr. J. H, SMITH: T am talking about
kind settlement. Tt is inadvisable to settle
people on wheat lands. Let us get down
to facts. Let us put the people where they
can make a livelibood, in this vast unde-
veloped country in the South-West, on which
two ndvisory boards have said that 2,500
people can be settled. Let the Government
build railways where the rainfall is assured,
where we ecan have intense culture,
where the settlers can make a living
from the word go, where in the olden
days, the pioneers of 50 and 60 years ago
grew their wheat and gristed it themselves.
Four hundred acres of this land can carry
3,000 sheep all the year round.

Member: The pioneers also had kangaroos
to live on.
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Mr. J. H. SMITH: There would be uo
necessity for settlers to do that now, as they
could live on mutton. Just recently a lady
returned from the Old Country. She was
sent across by the Overseas Legion to make
inquiries ahout the group settlements. I he-
lieve the Minister was invited to attend a
dinner to hear the report made by that lady,
but he was unable to be present. T was
invited, but unfortunately was also unable
to atfend. I do not kmow whether the Min-
1ster was present. I helieve this lady was
an envoy or ambassador of people who had
millions of pounds of English eapital which
they wished to invest in Western Australia,
provided 1t was expended in the South-West
portion of the State, not the North-West
portion. Is not that what we require? Would
1t not he advisable for the Premier to-mor-
row to make a commencement with the build-
ing of the Boyup Brook-Cranbrook railway,
which has already received the anthorisation
of Parliament? Would it not be advisable
for the Premier to-morrow to say to the
Railway Department and the Publie Works
Department, “Proceed with the building of
that railway; you have the sleepers, the land
is cleared; and two advisory heards have
said that 2,500 farms can be established on
it.” Instead of their heing put on to wheat
areas, why not settle them in that part of
the State where there is an agsured rainfall
of 30 inches and where grass can be grown
in abundance. If we opened up that part
of the State, we could send to the 0ld Coun-
try and say, “We are prepared to take your
immigrants now provided you establish
them.” The people at Home are erying out
in their anxiety to populate our South-West
with people who will be entirely under their
control. Of course we must give them facili-
ties by building the railway. I am afraid
the agriculturists in the wheat areas will not
be successful because of the salinity whieh
exists everywhere. As a matter of fact, it
is even in the white gum country in the
South-West. Speaking of group settlements,
the Minister struck a discordant note, and
he admitted it was an impossible position
that existed at the present time. We all
realise that it is impossible for those who
are on the land to carry on in the present
circumstances. The Minister referred fo 47
blocks in the Busselton area that were con-
demned by the Agricultural Bank which
wonld not make any further advances, The
Unemployment Board came along and put
settlers on those abandoned holdings at so

[ASSEMBLY.]

mueh per week. The Agricuttural Bank r
fuses to ecarry them on. What are we g
ing to do about the whole thing? The pos
tion is the same in respeet of all gettl
raent in Western Australia, whether it 1
wheat, wool or dairying. The priee of whe
is 50 low that those who are engaged in th:
industry cannot make a livelihood. We ha
to apply to the Federal Giovernment to gir
us & bonus on our wheat, Our wool indu
try is a little hetter, but our fruit indust:
is down to the lowest ebb. People general
are under the impression that the frui
growers are having a good time. I adm
that the dried-fruit growers along the Up
Swan are protected and doing well, b
growers of fresh fruit are having a purtie
larly bad time. If people knew the cond
tion of the apple growers they would rea
ise quickly enough that it wag as bad as th:
of the wheat-growers. Last year they ser
away thousands of cases only to get deb
notes in return.

Mr. Thorn: The dried-fruit growers a
having their struggle, too.

Mr. J, H. SMITH: But they have had
very good time. Anyway I do not wish f
disrarage their work and I would like |
see then: faring 50 times better than the
are doing to-day. But we are up agaiust
problem, and we mnst ndmit, as the Mini
ter has stated i no uneertain manner, the
it is an probicie. The Minister savs he do
not know a way out. Neither does am
hody else. A Reval Commission is to-day it
vestigating the position of the Agricultur
Bauk and T Jo not hesitate to say that the
will nat he whle to suggest a way ont. Wh
is going to pay? TPosterity cannct pa;
We must have some alteration of the sy:
tem. There must be a re-valuation an¢
ne matter how painful it may he there mus
be o writing down. T submitted a motio
to this House a little while back and th
House accepted it in its entirety. Some
thing will have to be done. In New Zes
land some settlers have as many as 1
mortgages on their holdings. We eannc
possibly have anything like that. Ou
people will not work from daylight to dar
if they have a number of mortgage
staring them in the face. T tell member
that if primary production fails, the
Perth and the whole metropolitan area wil
fail. We must assist the Minister to fin
a way out if there is any possibility o
doing so. I freely admit that I cannot se
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1 way cut; certainly not with the settles
carrying the loads that they have at the
present time. But if we could open up the
souhtry in the South-West to which I have
already referred, there might be a way
out, theugh with the existing capitalisation
it will be impossible. I do not wish to be
pessimistic; the  Minister was suffieiently
pessimistic without my adding to it. T ap-
peal to the Premier to see whether it is
possible to build the railway to whieh [
have referred and which has bren pro-
mised for so many yesrs. In this way we
tould provide homes for a number of fami-
lies and afford them facilities denied to
them to-day hy rveason of their heing 30
ar 40 miles away from the line. IE the
railway is built, they can then work out
their destinies. It might even then be pos-
sible to settle in that part of the Statc
some of the 2,500 farmers. We were told
wnly the other day that there were millions
of money available in the 0ld Country
for this kind of settlement. Surely we ean
provide homes for 1,000 or 2,000 scitlers.
We should weleome financial help that came
from the Old Country and we would get it
if we built the railway. Having built the
railway, we would have something to offer,
Then if fresh ecapital came to the State,
see what it would mean to the metrvopnli-
tan area. Would not frontages in Hay-
street then inerease in value?

Mr. Mann: What, by virtne of extending
zroup settlement?

Mr. SMITH: By virtue of Britich capi-
al is being spent in the group seftlements
and in the wheat belt, by virtue of popula-
tion coming to the country. No one can
leny that. I sympathise with the Minister
xho had to introduce the Yands Estimates,
md T agree with him that the position id
sery difficult.  Wheat-growers are indecd
n a parleus condition to-day. Every
rountry in the world seems to be growing
is own wheat. Our agrienltural represen-
:atives tell us that we can produce wheat
sheaper than can any other country in the
vorld. Members who say that do not know
vhat they are talking about. Lock at
Janada which is snowed up for six months
f the wvear. Then look at our wheat belt
where we are dried up for six months ot
;he year. Our average is 12 bushels per
icre from the good land. I am leaving
yut the arid parts of the State where no-
‘hing is grown. Compare our 12 hushels
with the production in Canada from prac-
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tically the same acreage and where, as [
have already said, they are snowed under
for six monihs of the year. Canada’s
yield is 23 bushels to the acre.

Members: No, No!l,

AMr. J, H. SMITIH: I have the figures and
can prove it.

The Premier: Show us your figures.

Mr, J. H. SMITII: I have not them here,
put I can produce them. I will show them
to the Premier to-morrow, and I will con-
vince him and my friends on this side of

the House that T am right. Tt i
regrettable that the Minister for Lands
was obliged to be so pessimistic.  Bnt
he could not wvery well have been
otherwise when he introduced his Esti-
mates.  Surely the Government were

aware of the position when they authorised
the building of railways to open up further
wheat-lands. The Minister told us that he
did not know what would happen until
wheat prices recovered. Can he tell us when
prices will reecover, and can he tell us
whether Canberra will give us an extra shil-
ling bonus on wheat? That is all I desire
to say. I am thankful that I had the oppor-
tunity to speak this evening. There is a
good deal more that I ecould have said in
regard to group setflement, but I think the
Premier now realises the importance of eon-
ttrueting the railway that T have referred
to. T am sure the Leader nf the Opposition
regrets that the Government with which he
was connected could not build the railway
to open up this wonderful country. If the
Premier and the Minister will visit the
South-West, they will see some ecountry
worth developing. There is no bad land
where the rainfall is good. In arid country
like the Northam distriet it is diffieult to
find vezlly good land, but no matter how
poor the soil may be, provided the rainfall
is adequate, and fertiliser is used, good pas-
tures can be grown. Reference has been
made to wire netting. I believe netting of
13-inch mesh will keep down rabbits. 1In
the South-West rabbits are as thick as hees.
We also have other pests sueh as dingoes,
foxes, the red-legged mite and the lucerne
flea.

Mr, Thorn: Wire netting will not keep
out the lucerne flea.

Mr. J. H. SMITH: No, but it will keep
out other things. I hope the Minister will
find an opportunity to visit this wonderful
part of the State,
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MER. MANN (Beverley) [8.47]: Although
the wool position has improved, and the
value of our sheep has enormously increased,
the outlook for our wheat-grower is dark.
Unfortunately, as it happens, we have gone
in for an extensive policy of land settlement.
I hope no more settlement will take place
until we have consolidated the areas at pre-
sent alienated. The man who is growiug
wheat only, must remain in a critieal position
unless further assistance is given to him.
Undoubtedly there is o shortage of wool
in the world. I believe that many of our
castern farms could be turned into sheep
propositions if the State Government could
arrange for the necessary finance through
the Commonwealth authorities. An exten-
sive programime of water conservation would
have to be followed, in order that these
farms may be twned into mixed farming
propositions. These would absorb all our
surplus sheep from the Murchison and the
Guscoyne. They could bhe turned into nse-
ful wool and lamb-producing centres. On a
recent trip to Corrigin, I was surprised to
see sheep which had been brought from the
Great Southern and had cut 14 lbs. of wool.
That eountry appeals to me as representing
a big asset to Western Australia, if it can
only be converted to sheep raising. It is
esgontinlly fitted for the type of sheep, the
heavy-wool aniinal, that comes from South
Axustralin. We have o large number of
shecp in the State, and there is a surplus of
ewes on the lower stations. Farmers already
have a considerable knowledge of the sheep-
raising industry, and would bave far more
prospect of success if they were placed in
a position to carry sheep, I was pleased
to hear the member for Nelson speak in such
glowing terms of the South-West. I hope
the Premier and tlhe Minister will be able
to visit the paradise to which he refers. No

double that part of the State will play a

prominent part in the future of Western
Australia. 1 hope it will be possible for
the Government to arrange for more assist-
ance to be given to the farmers in the
eastern wheat belt, so that they may go in
for the raising of sheep. I helieve the price
of wool will be maintained for a long while,
People have said that Australia is ecarried
on the sheep’s back; that term may yet be
equally applicable to this State. There must
be a definite alterntion in land values. T
hope the inquiries of the Agricultural Bank
Royal Commission will prove of benefit to
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Western Australia, and that their report will
not be pigeon-holed but will be put to good
advantage on behalf of the State.

THE MINISTER FOR LANDS (Hon.
M. F. Troy—Mt. Magnet—in reply) [8.52]:
1 assure the member for Irwin-Moore thai
we are fully aware of Dr. Teakle’s attain.
ments. I do not, however, wanf members
to exnggerate the imvortance of that officer’s
work. It only leads to a lack of confidence
on the part of settlers. To-day many of
them are only too willing to grasp oppor-
tunities to make exeunses for bad result:
from their farms, If Dr, Teakle makes
a  statement about the presence vl
alkali, that is taken as an excuse to
ask  for further assistanee and more
concesgions. Dr. Teakle is here to-day un
100 miles away to-morrow. 1 cannot see
that any good resulés can acerue from work
of that character. In order that we may
have definite and practical results from an
officer of bis qualifications, he must work
to a programme, which must be properly
drawn up. I am not prepared to spené
any part of the Lands Department vote it
paying for the services of an officer who i
ut Geraldton to-day and at Denmark the
duy after to-morrow. I do not consider thaf
sort of work is of any value. It cannut
get us anywhere, becnuse insufficient time i
devoted to any one place to furnish adequate
results.  Rapid conclusions of that nature
only lead to embarrassment to the depart-
ment, and instil into the farmer lack of con-
filence in his property. The Lands Depart-
ment to-day ave paying for Dr. Teakle’s
services. That indicates T am satisfied with
the work he is now doing. He is now engaged
on a survey and soil classification at Ksper-
anee. I coneurred in that, because he has
ulready spent 12 months on the work, and
will he there for another 12 montbs. That
is a definite programme from which results
may be expected. Sueh results should fur
nish a gunide to land settlement there. In re.
gpect to fature seftlement on the wheat belt,
[ am prepared to say we ought not to pro-
ceed without a survey of the land and a
classification of the soil. In that respec
Dr. Teakle's services will prove vuluable. 1
an not going to agree to the expenditure of
money by an officer who is in one place to-
day and 100 miles away to-morrow. He is
not getting results, because each journey i
merely a visit and worth nothing at ali.
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When Dr. Teakle’s labours are confined to
& definite programme of work, such as is
being carried out at Esperance, they will
prove of value to the State. He would be
even more valuable if he could tell the sel-
tlers what erops to grow in alkali land. Some
of these areas are only slightly affected.
There are farms in the Esperance district
which have produced payable wheat crops.
YWe have other lands that will not produce
wheat becanse of the excess of alkali, but
will grow something, and we want to kmow
what that something is.

Mr. Latham: \We want to know to what
use we can put these different areas,

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Yes,
what we can do with the land. All that we
know in the department is the statement
of the settlers that the land has been con-
demined hy Dr. Teakle, That is somethiny
I will not acecept. A farm cannot be regarded
s conderoned hecanse Dr. Teakle says there
is o low alkali content bere or a high alkali
content there. Take the 3,500 farms seheme.
That is supposed to be an alkali proposi-
tion, but no doubt it will be settled some day
for mixed farming purpeses. It would pro-
ably carry thousands of sheep, and very
bealthy sheep, too. Esperance will produce
fine sheep. I should be surprised if it does
not grow better sheep than most of the ag?i-
cultural areas. There cannot be many dis-
enses there because there is a fair amount
of alkali in the soil. It will be found to be
healthy, wholesome country for sheep. But
what use is it to iuspeet land that has been
alienated for 25 years?

The Premier: The owners know all about
it now.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: The man
whose Farm has developed the alksli trouble
knows that he must not fallow the soil, but
must try to get it under grass and cmiTy
stock. )

Mr, Mann: Some of the properties will
anot grow grass.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Because
they have gone toc far. When we see the
alkali appearing, we look upon it as danger-
ous, and as something to be left alone for
wheat-growing, We know all about that
without Dr. Teakle’s advice. I hope
my remarks will not be taken as de-
rogatory to this young man, for he is
an officer with high attainments. Any-
way, I want now to see his work put to
practical use. At present Dr. Teakle is en-
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gaged upon a scheme of soil investi-
gation and I am sure that in that
work he will achieve good results tor
the State. I have great respeet for

bis attainments, but I want to see his work
directed into the proper chaonels. That is
being done by the department at the present
time. With regard to wire netiing, the
farmers have to decide between an expensive
article and one less expensive which will
meet their needs to the extent of 90 per cent.
The one-and-a-half inch mesh will mect
their needs to the extent of 90 per cent.,
whereas the one-and-n-quarter inch mesh
would be entirely satisfactory, but if we
purchase the latter out of the Commonwealth
advance, then there will be 20 per cent. less
wire netting available for the farmers.

Mr. Ferguson: As much as that?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Yes.
With regard to the remarks of the member
for Sussex (Mr. Brockman) on the Nannup
settiement, he said that that settlement was
started soundly and on good lines, but that
there had been some departure from the
scheme. If so, I know nothing of it. There
has been no Ministerial instruction that the
lines on which the Nannup settlement pro-
ceeded were to be departed from.

Mr. Brockman: So far as the improve-
raents are eoncerned, they seem fo be at a
standstill.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: T de-
cline to make any departure from the
instructions given til! T am able to see the
settlement for myself,

Mr. Brockman: There has been ne pro-
gress during the Iast six or seven months.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: What is
the cause of that? That is a serious state
ment to make. We are paying these men,
and they are doing the same work tbat they
set oul upon; yet the hon. member says
there is no progress. I am surprised to hear
that. What are they being paid for if there
is no progress? That is what occurs to
me. I shall go to Nannup and look into the
matter for myself. There has been no Minis-
terinl instruction that the order in which the
improvements shall be effected is to be de-
parted frem. The hon. member stated tha!
there were good pastures on the abaudoned
areas at Busselton. If there are mot good
pastures on them at this time of the vear,
there never will be.  This is the period of
the year when there ought to be gool pas-
tures. T want the House to understanl tiat
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a limited acveage of good pasture does not
represent a farm. [t simply means a cer-
tain acreage, no more, no less. What these
farmers reyuire is sufficient acreage to keep
themsclves and their families, If group
settlers in the South-West, with 60, 70, and
even 109 pcres, cannot make a living, how
can these men make a living on land which
has becu condemned by the Group Setile-
ment Board and by gentlemen who have
lived all their lives on adjacent country?
With regard to the Margaret River settle-
went, I have heard some reports about the
country there. 1 understand it is very poor
country indeed and it is my intention i
inspect it. I think I can assure the House,
however, that the men engaged there will
be employed somewhere else. They will be
employed developing better class country.
The Agricultural Bank bave a lot of pro-
perty which can be converted into standard
{farms and so be an asset to the eountry. In
regard to the hon. member’s remarks with
respect to group settlements, neither the
Imperial nor the Commonwealth Govern-
ment will have anything further to do with
then. I have told the Honse before that
both Governments e pressing for the can-
cellation of the migration agreements.

The Premier: They are insisting on it.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: The
Government are resisting that, as the Leader
of the Opposition knows. He wonld not
agree to the cancellation of the agreement.

Mr. Latham: No. I wounld not let them
off one iota.

The Premier: I had great difficulty in re-
sisting it at the last econference, though,

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: As the
member for Sussex said, the State Govern-
ment bears all the loss in conneetion with the
group settlements. It was mentioned that a
lady had been to this State to make in-
quiries for English capitalists who were
desirons of investing millions of money in
land settlement. T know of nothing ahout
that, but T do know that the Tmperial Gov-
ernment have not made anv applieation te
the Western Australiann  Government to
spend their money here. If these capitalists
sre prepared to spend their own money
here, then I think I can say that my cal-
leagues will agree with me that we would be
glad to have them.

Mr. Lathem: The whole House would hack
you. We can supply the Jand if they find
the money.

[ASSEMBLY.]

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: I the
Imperial Government would come forward
with a proposition to develop the country
and take the whole of the respousibility, we
would give them a hearty welcome. In fact,
we would not let them out of our sight.

Mr. Ferguson: 1 suggest von take a trip
to the Old Country and make them the offer,

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: 1 would
like to do so. That might be a good idea.
However, while immigration -was proceed-
ing, this State had an agency in OGreatb
Britain. We have taken over the group set-
tlements and shouldered all the responsi-
bility. We are ecarrying the debt and
paying the interest on the money which
was advanced. The British Government
made a wonderful deal with Western Aus-
tralia. We took from the 0ld Country
large numbers of people whom the British
Glovernment would have had to keep, while
at the same time we are paying the British
investor interest on the millions of
pounds borrowed for the purpose of estab-
lishing those migrants in the State, and we
are very patient when people come and tell
us how badly we have treated them. I really
do mnot know whether I ean reply in the
member for Nelson. I do not know that T
should give mueh attention to what he says.

Ar. J. H, Smith: I want you to.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: The hon.
member made one of his usual wild and
woolly speeches. It was disconneeted nnd
contradictory.

Mr. J. H. S8mith: There is a lot of truth
in it.  You admit that from wour own re-
marks.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: It was
like a willy-willy, which gathers in its course
all kinds of unconsidered trifles, such =as
kerosene tins and other articles, and dumps
them in many places. The hon. member saild
the country had gone fo pieces. Yet le
spoke about the necessity for building rail-
ways and opening up new country. He said
none of the settlers were making a living,
tha{ thev were down and out, and wvet he
wants 2,500 more settlers.

Mr. Fergusen: The land would carry so
many sheep to the acre!

Mr. J. H. Smith: T ean vouneh for that.
There is no treacle on that, either.

The CHATRMAN: Order!

The MINTSTER FOR LANDS: He said
the group settlers were unahle to earry on,
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and then he wanted io settle another 2,500
people.

Mr. J. H. Smith: They would select the
land for themselves if you built the railway.

Mr, Patrick: They don’t want a railway
to shift their sheep.

Mr. J. H, Smith: We can guarantee the
rainfall.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: The hon.
member must not make these irresponsible
statements with his tongue in his cheek.

Mr. J. H. Smith: There is nothing irre-
sponsible about my statements.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: They
may appear all right in the papers in the
South-West, TIf the hon. member makes
such irresponsible statements, we can oniv
attach to them the value they deserve,

Mr. J, H. Sinith: T said that at present
prices the settlers cannot pay their intevest.

‘The MINTSTER FOR LANDS: The hon.
member said that settlers were down and
out. What responsible body of men woulil
spend a peunny to encourage settlement whe:
he other settlers were down and ont?

Mr. J. H. Smith: You know I did not say
they were all down and out,

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: I leave
it to the House.

Mr. J. H. Smith: Youn know the class ol
seitler down there,

The CHATRMAN: Order.

Mr. J. H. Smith: You know I did not
say they were all down and out. They are
not all like many of your wheat farmers.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: I leave
it entirelv to the House.

Mr. J. H, Smith: I did not say they were
all down and out.

The MINTSTER FOR LANDS: The
hon. member must have some sort of respon-
sibility.

Mr. J. L. Smith: T have just as much
responsibility as you have.

The CHAIRMAN: I must ask the hon.
member to keep order.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: The hon.
member said I am not optimistic ahout the
industry. I am here to do as good a job
as I can for these people. I will do all I
possibly can for them. The Government
will do all thev 'ean for the industries of
the State. Whilst we regard the position
as very grave at present, we are ecarrying
on and seekinz to help these industries in
the hope and expectation that they will all
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come right, wiether sheep, wool, or wheat,
and I am sure the Government are bheing
supported by the House in that determina-
tion.

Vote put and passed.

Votes—Town Planning, £801; Furmners
Debts Adjustment, £2,550, Group Settle-
ment, E5—agreed to.

Department of the Minister for Agricul-
fure (Hon. H. Millington, Minister).

Fote—.dgriculture, £61,635:

THE MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE
{(Hon. H. Millington—Mt. Hawthorn);
[9.15] : Members bavu had the pleasure of
listening to the Minister for Mines intro-
duce his Estimaies in a spirit of real
optimism.  The Minister for Lands has
dealt with his Estimates, but I am afraid
that anyone who eould be optimistic about
land settlement in these days must be a real
optimist. In the history of the State, the
Mines Department has played its part, and
then came the turn of the Lands Depart-
ment. Land settlement was a big question
and with the decline of mining operations
over a period, naturally atfention was
turned to the land. Now it appears that
land settlement has slowed down eonsider-
ably, and the Department of Agriculture
rises to greater importance than was gener-
ally attributed to it in the boom days of
land settlement. In these days, the problem
is not so much one of settling people on
the land as of keeping them there. That
constitutes the great diffienlty, and there-
fore the activities of the Department of
Agriculiure, not usually regarded as of
paramount importanee, are now assuming a
new standard in the minds of the publie.
Farmers and stockkraisers are continually
asking the department for assistanee in
their problems. Last year the area under
wheat was 3,387,940 acres, from which
41,655,000 bushels of wheat were produced.
This vear the area under ecrop totals
3,178,468 acres, and it wonld appear, owing
to the favourable winding up of the season,
which did noet open up promisingly, that
there are prospects of a return of between
35,000.000 and 36.000,000 bushels of wheat.
Considering that we are over 200,000 acres
short of the area nnder crop for the pre-
vious seasen, the prospective crop returns
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are highly satisfactory, One of the methods
by which the Department of Agrienlture
has heen of definite assistance to the set-
tlers has heen the svstem of State farms.
Those farms have been established for
experimental purposes and have not been
laid out on the best land in the districts
where they are loeated, but on what would
be regarded as typical land in the several
localities. The farm at Merredin  has
bad a great influence on wheat-growing in
Western Australia and it has heen found
necessary, in addition to the ordinary experi-
mental work there, to establish distriet
farms as well. During recent vears we have
established district farms that are of great
importance to the localities concerned. T
would instance one speecially, the Ghooli
State Farm on the easstern fringe of the
agricultural hett. That farm has already
Justified its existence. Had it not heen for
that farm, it is qnite possihle that the dis-
trict itself would have been diseredited. The
methods adopted on the Ghooli farm have
proved sucecessful in showing what can be
grown in that part of the State. Wheat-
breeding, and the cultivation of dronghi

and rust-resisting wheat have been mat-
ters of great importance to the State.
On that farm, experimental work has
been undertaken that could not have
been successfully carried oot on  other
farms. The same applies to the State
farm at Dampawah, 30 miles to the

east and praectically in a pastoral distriet.
That farm is representative of the north-
eastern gsection of the whent belt, and the
results attained there have heen simply
astonishing. The land had such a reputa-
tion that it was not eonsidered possible to
grow wheal there at all. Yet, the informa-
tion gained on that experimental farm with
regard to cultivation methods and the selec-
tion of varieties of wheat suitable for the
drier areas, together with investigations re-
garding the time of seeding and so forth,
rendered 1t possible to make wheat-growing
profitable on the State farm at Dampawah.
In fael, the average last vear at that tarm
was hetter than at any other State farm.

Mr. J. H. Smith: Is wheat-growing pro-
fitable on that farm to-day?

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
From the standpoint of the average yield,
not having regard to present prices, the re-
sults achieved af the Dampawah farm were
not equalled by any other farm.

[ASSEMBLY.]

Mr. J. H. Smith: Bui vou said wheat-
growing there was profitable.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
It would he, given reasonable prices.

Mr. J. H. Smith: Yes, with wheat at 3s.
s bushel. }

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
Wheat can be grown there for considerably
less than that. Tast year the erop at Dam-
pawah averaged 16 or 18 bushels—I have
not the exact fizures—whereas the average
for the State was 12 bushels.

Mr. J. H. Smith: Was that profitable at
present-day prices?

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
I do not know what fhe hon. member means
hy ‘“profitable.”

Mr. J. H. Smith: Youn used the word.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
I should say that, having regard to the
wheat production generally throughout the
State and the average yields, if wheat-
growing were profitable anywhere, it would
be at Dampawab,

Mr. J. H. Smitk: Now you are qualify-
ing vour statement.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
The same thing applies to apples. When
we speak of profitable crops, that does not
always refer to quantity, because I think
prices have something to do with if.

Mr. J. H. Swmith: But yon said wheat-
growing was profitable at Dampawah.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURKE:
Tet me inform the hon. member

The CHAIRMAX: Order! The Minister
will address the Chair.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
If the hor. member is anxious te know,
wheat was profitably grown there. On the
various experimental farms, 1,706 acres have
heen cultivated, and the average yield has
been 15 bushels 24 Ibs. per acre, the Stale
average, as 1 have already indicated, being
12 bushels to the acre. Sometimes a ques-
tion is raised as to why we continue growing
bulk crops. The answer to that is quite
gimple; it is heecause we reqnive the erops
to keep the staff and plant available for ex-
perimental work. With the exception of
the farms st Wongan Hills and Merredin,
the experimental farms are one-man con-
cerns, operated with one team. Sinee it is
necessary to conduct experimental work, it
follows that bullk crops have to he grown.
Those crops are grown from pedigreed -eed,
The demand for that type of seed has been
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vreafer than the supply, with the exeeption
of in the Esperance district. As a vesult,
we have had to limit the ¢uantity of pedi-
greed seed wheat available to farmers, but
that wheat, when distributed from the ex-
perimental farms, has had o distinet bear-
ing on the vields throughout the State.

Mr. Stubbs: Vou cannot place too great
a value on it.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTCRE:
The best farmers secure their supplies of
pedigreed seed wheat, and from them pro-
duce their next season’s erops. To indicate
how rapidly that type of wheat will mulli-
ply, T was speaking to a leading farmer in
the Merredin distriet, one of the Teasdale
brothers, who said that from one bag of
pedigreed seed wheat he bad grown 200
bushels. I wondered how that was possible,
and he explained that he bad spread the
seed from that bag over 700 acres. Thab
meant that the wheat had multipled seventy-
fold in one year. It will be seen that
although a limited quantity is available to
the individual farmer, if the seeding iz sys-
tematieally worked out, the whole of our
erops could be grown from pedigreed seed
wheat, particularly if the farmers took ad-
vantage of the particular type of seed they
required. One advantage is that they can
seeure grain that is acclimatised. Then
again, in eaech district a particular type of
wheat is specially favoured. In almeost
every distriet it is found that one wheat
proves more profitable than another. Thus
a variety despised in one distriet gives won-
derful resnlts in another. For instance, we
never hear the Divector of Agriculiure men-
tion one type of wheat, but it has proved a
great suceess. The “Sutton” is not a success
at Merredin but a wonderful success ntf
Wongan Hills. TLast year, even on poor soil,
tha “Suiton” averaged 26 bushels to the
acre over an area of upwards of 30 aeres,
although the average for the Wongan Hills
farm was 17 bushels. In each district the
wheat required by the farmers is grown,
and when the farmers demand a certain
variey, they expect the State farms to pro-
vide the strain. It is equally important that
the various varieties should he kept pure,
That holds good also in respect to oats, and
one of the most pleasing features regarding
the Dampawah farm is the wonderful crop
of oats that is grown there annually. The
same thing applies at Salmon Gums, but
if that area is to make good, T am convineced
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it will he by means of mixed farming. On
ull the State farns, good erops can be grown,
even on the poorer types of soil. In pur-
suing experiments in the mixed farming
areas, it is essential that attention be given
to the growing of fodder crops on the State
farms. Another point about seed wheat sup-
plies is that a system of exchange has been
arranged by which for every iwo bushels of
seed wheat delivered at the siding for a
furmer, he has to deliver to the Pool three
bushels. Over 1,000 farmers have been
supplied with seed wheat on that basis. T
mention that beeause it has been assumed
that the State farms, to a great extent, have
worked out their usefulness from the wheat
breeding standpoint, particularly in view
of the cxperiments conduneted at Mer-
redin and more recently at Wongan
Hills, but that work has diselosed
the  distinet need for experimeats
regarding varions varieties of wheats.
We have enormous aveas and a variety of
soils, hut unfortunately in some instances
the rainfall is not always reliable. There
fore there is the continuous need in a grain
country to keep up to date with our seed
wheat. So in every instance it will be neces-
sary to continue the experimental work on
the State farm and also with pedigree seed
wheat,

Mr. Griffiths: Those fanns are
their eost for the seed wheat alone.

The MINISTEIR FOR AGRICULTURE:
Yes, No fancy prives are put on this seed
wheat: it is supplied al cost and its value
to the farming community is  immense.
turing recent years a new wheat, Totadgin,
was distributed amongst the farmers for the
first time. No attempt is made to boom any
particular variety, and the farmers have the
right to select what variety they echoose.
The M. T. Padbury eropping eompetition
trophy was won last vear by Mr. 0. G.
Butcher, of Pithara, who obtained 2 bushels
42 Ibs. per inch of rainfall over 609 acres.
This competition has extended over ten
vears. In the 50-acre erop competition con-
ducted by the Roval Agricultural Society
last vear there were 168 entries, a record,
and a new official State record was estab-
lished by Mr. . S. Freehairn, of Jilakin,
whose competing area of 50 acres was cal-
culated to wyield 47 bushels per aere. The
previous record of 4G bushels was held by
Mr. C. B. Cochram, of Pallinup. Another
importani work undertaken hy the Agrienl.

worth
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tural Department in eonjunction with a
committee of stud Dbreeders, was that of
assisting to establishb—and it has been estab-
lished—the export fat lamb industry. Ex-
periments were made at the Avondale State
farm, and it was indicated that the Jamb
most suitable for export is the progeny of
a long wool merino half-bred ewe mated
with a Sonth Down ram. The shipments of
this breed have already established a reputa-
tion in the Old Country. The department
can take some credit for this, and we appre-
ciate very much the assistance rendered by
the stud breeders in producing this fine
type. In very few years we have established
a record in price equal to that of any of
the other States and practically equal to
New Zealand. And the Swan.down brand
whieh is put on the export lamb has estab-
lished an entirely satisfactory reputation in
the Old Country; so, having regard to the
brief period over which this industry has
been established, it is very creditable to
those responsible, and I believe will be of
very great value to the State, particularly
now when people are disposed to go in for
sheep. And since this is a concentrated
form of food, and one for which there 1s a
sale, provided the quality is there, the great
thing was to establish a name for W.A. fat
lambs. Tt was systematically done by the
department in conjunction with a commit-
tee from outside. It is most creditable to
Western Australia, and there is every pros-
pect of the industry extending.

Mr, Griftiths: Did not the price equal that
of Canierbury lambs?

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
I believe it did. The reports that come
back from the Old Country have been most
encouraging, and we have been told to pro-
ceed on the lines adopted. There have been
all the differences of opinion, and the argu-
ments which are always associated with the
beginning of an industry invelving stock
breeding, so it is just as well that we have
fixed the type, for it is generally recognised
that it is the right type. Up to the 3lst
October, 33,000 lambs were killed for
export, and last year 10,000 were exported.
In sddition to the advancement made with
the expozt lambs therc has been an appreci-
able inercase in the priee of wool. Bo in
losking Tor sc mething to give a weasure of
comfort to our stock-raisers, those two fea-
tures are fourd to he most pleasing. Now

[ASSEMBLY.]

let me meniicu lhe advanze made in the
butter incustry. In 1930-31 the butter
manufactured amounted to 8,666,399 lbs
In 1932-33 the quantity was 11,261,102 ibs
Since we consume roughiy 10,000,000 Ibs,
per annum, this means that we have
not only overtaken our own re-
guirements Dbut there is now a sur
plus  for export.  Although a certain
guantity is still imported, the fact remains
that we have now overtaken the needs of
our State, and have 1,250,000 lbs. for ex-
port. Under the Dairy Cattle Improvement
Aect the percentage of bulls has risen from
23 per cent. in 1924 to 38 per cent. in 1932,
That is largely because of the Aet. And
the average milk production has risen from
217 gallons in 1924, to 342 gallons last year,
or an increase of 125 gallons or 57 per eent,
Sinee it is essential that the butter industry
must be established, such an advance as that
is of the ntmost significance. Recently when
a depuotation came to me with some griev-
ance about the eonditions in the South-West,
one man pointed out that what they wanted
to do was to save the farmer who had 30
cows producing 100 lbs. of butter fat per
annum. I said I did not want to save that
man, that the man who thinks he can get
a living out of 30 cows averaging 100 1bs.
of butter fat, ought to recognise that that
sort of dairying would never get us out of
our diffienlties, With all the talk we hear
about restricted outpui, it is through the
work of the Agricultural Department to im-
prove the breed of cows and the quantity
and guality of milk and butter fat, that we
shall be able o establish the dairying indus-
try on a firm basis. Only in that way can it
be done. So it is not the number of eows,
but whether those cows are improving i
their produetivity, To an extent this can
be achieved by breeding, and also by feed-
ing. The improvement, not only of the dair:
herd, but alse of the pastures is essential it
we are to progress. There is a dispesition
to assume that those who are not progress-
ing are to be kept on the land and to be
given all imaginable concessions. At another
recent deputation I heard a man deseribed
in these words, “He is not too good a far-
mer, but he has a very shrewd head.” If
the dairying industry is to be established it
will have to be by legitimate improvements
made by the dairy farmer, and not by any
display of shrewdness and business acumen
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on the part of another who is “not too goed
a farmer” We have now operating in this
State 16 manufacturies, four eream depots,
two condensed milk factories, and one cheese
factory. It is encouraging that we have at
last established a cheese faciory. We bave
for long viewed with disgust the quantity
of cheese being imported inte Western Aus-
tralia.

Mr, Ferguson: Is that factory working
full time?

Mr, MeLarty: Very full at present.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
T understand there is quite a demand for the
product, and that the factory iz increasing
its output. So long as it can produce the
quality there will be no doubt about the
future,

Mr. McLarty:
highly praised.

The MINTSTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
I believe there is a general desire to give
preference to our own products. Of course
the people are not going to huy second rate
gnods; if we ean produce the nuality, our
people will he prepared fo pay even a little
more for the Western Aunstralian product.
Now that this factory iz winning a reputa-
tion for producing a first-class cheese, there
will be no doubt ahout the mdustrv extend-
ing. Again, we have had large quautitios
of eondensed milk imported in recent vears,
but we now have two condensed milk fae-
tories.

AMr. Thorn: Can the clicese factory put
out the supply?

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
No doubt Western Australia ean supply
herself with cheese. The first thing to be
done is to establish a reputation for the
produet. The cheese mmst he of good qual-
itv, in which event it is only a question of
time hefore we sopply our own require-
ments. The most encouraging feature is
that we ean produce the quality, jnst as we
can with dried fruifs.

My, Griffiths: We imported £91,000 worth
of cheese last vear so there is plenty of
seope for local mannfacture.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
The importation of bacon and pork has been
reduced from 2,176,856 lbs. in 1931 to
1,278,601 lbs. in 1932. Now that we have
established the dairying industry and in a
country that produces wheat as we ean, it
is ridiculous to import eur requirements of

The quality has been
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baron and pork from the Eastern States.
We need more than a campaign to induce
people to use Western Awustralia produets.
We also need a campaign to stimulate pro-
duction and ahove all things to produce
commodities of high quality.

Mr. Thorn: We need a little loyalty.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
Yes. The policy of the department regard-
ing the pig-breeding industry has heen jus-
tified, and [ think it ean fairly be elaimed
that the breeds recommended are the right
ones. There is un advantage in having uni-
formity and in reducing the number of
breeds and in fixing the {ype required. That
has been done by the department, and al-
thongh nothing is said against those growers
who choose other breeds, there is undoubt-
edly an adventage in having an established
hreed for a district. We have established
grade herd testing in co-operation with the
Coramonwealth. Eight units have already
been organised, locatel as follows:—Donny-
brook 517 cows, Serpentine 470, Cookernup
425, Harvey 396, Brunswick 559, Dardanup
405, Balingup 396 and Capel 520. 1 think
tbat herd-testing has been the greatest
stimulus to improved breeding of stock. No-
thing brings home herd weaknesses so
pointedly &s does herd-testing. By those
means the farmer can weed out the unupro-
fiiable cows, eliminate all chance and im-
prove his herd to the extent of keeping only
those eows that are profitable. Herd-test-
ing has cerlainly had a heneficial effect in
the districts named, and there is a demand
for its exftension. [t will have to be ex-
tended if we ave to bring our herds up to
standard.  During the vear the erop of all
kinds of fruit was good. To the end of
June, 1033, 600,777 cases of fruit were ship-
ped, the total including 504,052 cases of
apples, 46,986 cases of pears and 44,685
cases of grapes, In addition, 1,090 cases
of enrvants were sent abroad. Disenses
assogiateqd with orchards have to an extent
been eliminated, and Western Australiz is
the one State free from codlin moth. Apple
scab, which was found in orehards three
years ago, has been entirely eradicated. In
the North-West hananas and pineapples are
being grown in commecial quanities in the
Carnarvon district. Over 40,000 banana
plants are growing in the district, and it
i expected that the time is not far distant
when we shall be able to supply our own
requireinents. A few years ago an agricul-
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tural conference petitioned the Federal Gov-
ernment to  grant a rebate of duty oa
bananas imported inte Western Australia
because of the need for that fruit in the
districts of the North, That request was
refused. Now we have overcome the difli-
culty since we shall be able soon to grow
gufficient for our own requirements. That
is better than getting a rebate of Customs
duty on the imporied fruit. The samples
gent to Perth have been mosb encourAging.
Although it is not expecied that this indus-
try will beeome a very big one, certainly it
will be satisfactory to be able to supply our
own needs. Previous to 1930 approximately
£40,000 was seni ont of the State annually
for the purchase of potatoes. -Now we are
in & position to produce, not only sufficient
for bome consumption, but also at times fo
export supplies to the Eastern States, and
guccessful shipments have Dbeen made to
Colombo and Singapore. Last year the aver-
age yield was 4.14 tons per acre, which was
the highest of any State ir the Common-
wealth. Henee it seems that in the varigus
depariments of production we are eertainly
making headway, not as fast as we should
like to do, but still substantial headway to-
wards making up lost ground. Recently a
representative meeting was held at Northam
to deal with the guestion of toxic paralysis m
stock. There is no doubt of the prevalence of
the disease in that and other distriets. With
officers of the department, I journeyed to
Northam and we met the farmers, and as
« result it was decided fo petition the Com-
monwealth Government for better terms for
providing wire netting. Wherever I g0 I
find the impression general that it is 1m-
possible, in distriets where rabbits are pre-
sent, to farm profitably unless the holdings
are netted. The next point dealt with was
that of toxic paralysis. The officers of the
department advise that the disease is due
to an insufficiency of food during the dry
montbs. Only recently Mr. W. G. Burges
of York, one of the best flock breeders, a
wan who knows as much about the feeding
of stock as does any man in Australia,
expressed the opinion that lucerne flea and
red mife were to a degree responsible for
toxic paralysis on account of the ravages
wrought by those pests amongst the clovers
and pastures. He said that, as a result of
the two pests, his output had fallen almost
5 per cent. in the last 10 yesrs. This gives
an ides ol the problem that confronts us.
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It seems that Mr Burges is growing just
as much feed for the pests as for his stoek.
Oue of the disabilities we suffer in Western
Australia is that we bave a long dry period
when there is not sufficient nutriment in the
dry feed to satisfy the stock, and then if
is that the beasts get a craving for bone
chewing, which is responsible for the dis-
ease. The Treasurer has made available
sufficient money to start a small field labors.
tory at Meekering, where it is proposed fc
produce the disease and, by cerfain feeding
tests, endcavour to discover how to obviate
the depraved taste for bone chewing. A
certain quantity of econcentrates will be
necessary and an improved stock lick will
have to he supplied to make up the de
ficiency in the fodder. This is a highly
important matier, especially when we re
member that in a district where 70,00(
sheep were depastured, 17,000 suceumbed tc
toxic paralysis. Such 3 ealamity demands
that the Department of Agrieulture shoul¢
take action and endeavour to assist the
farmers to minimise the disaster that has
overtaken them. The question of the
removal of certain stock from the
North-West has heen the subject of keer
flehate for some years, The North-West
is subject to sufficient disabilities tc
warrant the Government doing their utmos
to ensure that the settlers et a fair deal
The qguestion of importance is that of remov
ing certain stock from the Anna Plains sfa
tion, which stock, because of the tick, cannol
be shipped, and because of the pleuro restrie
tions cannot, it has heen thought, safely by
brought south. While T was in the Easter:
States the director and I made inquiries, anc
now it is considered there is & prospeet of
applying Dr. Turner’s test to the stock i
determine whether any of the cattle are car
riers. One idea was that if cattle wer
affected with pleuro-pneumonia, a long ardu
ous journey would enable the affected one!
to be diseovered, but the veterinary officer:
say that is not so, but that it would he pos
gible for the carriers to stand the journe)
without being detected. The test, it is con
sidered, will be reasonably safe, but afte
the cattle have been shifted, provision wil
have to be made to subject them to a degre
of quarantine restrietions, It would be at
easy matter for the Government to sit tight
and say that the stock must not be removed

Mr. Ferguson: Is the test 100 per cent
perfect?
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The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
No, that is the point. We hope 1n the near
future to learn just how reliable the test is.
At present it cannot be guaranteed 100 per
cent. perfect, but the veterinary and patho-
logical officers are taking up the question
and there appears to be a prospect of being
able to remove the stock. It does not follow
that the stock would be brought willy-nilly
into the South{West. There would have to
be some control after shipment, but as there
are 12,000 head of stock on that stationm, in
common fuirness and jostice an endeavour
must be made to get the cattle moved if that
can be done safely and without undue risk
to other herds. I have been to the Midland
district and no objection would be raised to
the stock going therc, but a decided objee-
tion is offered to such stock going to the
South-West.

My. Ferguson: You might have found that
one or two that particularly want the cattle
had no objection, but the majority would
object.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
I do ncet think there would be auy
need to bring the ecattle down that
far, There are stations in the Wiluna
distriet where such stock could be held.
That would not be a matter for me to de-
cide. [t would depend on whether the Chicf
Veterinary Officer was satisfied thiat the
stork could be safely rvemoved, and thai the
test was suffciently reliable, I believe we
are reaching the stage when the test can
praciically be guaranteed as sufliciently re-
liable. If so, to that extent we shall he able
to assist the North-West stock producers.
Untess ways and means can be devised for
bringing down steers and fattening them,
there is likely to be a deficieney of heef.
An atlempt will have to be made to over-
come some of the difficulties and disabilities
from which the North-West growers are
suffering. During the past year the expen-
diture from the fund ecollected under the
Vermin Act was £23,955. Those are the
collections sinee the rate was reduced by
kalf. During the peried the bonuses for
dogs and foves were twice inereased, £2
now being paid for dog scalps, 10s. for
faxes, 2s. for cub foxes and 2s. 6d. for
eagles, The total number of dog secalps
paid for last year was 10,407, foxes 17,376
and in the case of eagles 4,174. Foxes are
prolific breeders.
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Myr. Mann: Is it certain that they are all
Western Australian dogs?

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
We cannot have a systen that is entirely
rogue-proof, but every eare is taken to
ascertain that the dogs are of loeal origin.
Notwithstanding all the money that was
spent, there still seem to be many dogs at
large. Foxes that were almost unknown a
few ycars ago were caught to the extent of
17,000 last year,

Mr, Mann: Where are most of the dog
scalpy coming from?

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
They seem to be coming from everywhere.

Mr. Mann: They have leen cleaned out
south of Geraldton.

, Alr. Lotham: Many are coming frowm
oast of Leonora,

The Premier: And ont Wiluna way there
are large numbers of them.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
The officers of the department say a good
deal of the difficulty is due to tame dogs
%mving gone wild. Insufficient supervision
is exercised by the loeal vermin boards. It
is not sufficient merely to pay rates, and
cmploy a few trappers.

Mr. Latham: It is surprising how people
allow themnselves to be taken in.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
The business is not a very satisfactory one,
Pastoralists and farmers have paid the tax
for several vears. We check the pest, but
we do not seem to have solved the prob-
lem. Qur people have to go on paying un-
less some better means ean be devised to
destroy these animals. Reference has been
made fo the soil surveys conducted hy Dr,
Teakle. His activities are in the main dir-
ected by the Lands Department and the
Agricultural Bank. There is a disposition
to misinterpret his reports. lany people
have not a proper conception of what soil
analysis means, When in the Salmon Gums
distriect I had an opportunity to visit Dr.
Teakle's field laboratory. There can be no
question as to the advantage lie has confer-
red upon the district by his soil surveys up
to date. It is not a question of his con-
demuing the land but of his re-elassifying it
and showing its actual value, In the Esper-
anee distriet some of those lands which an
experienced farmer would have cleared first
have turned out to be unprofitable for wheat
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growing. One wondered how it was that
Esperance was such a failure.

Mr. Lathami: Thai was known in 1917
when Prof. Paterson reported upon it.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
Far from ruining a man Dr. Teakle ¢can now
give him the advice he wants. His analyses
are horne out hy the State Experimental
Farm where all these varieties of soil are
to be found. On one property we get an
average of 18 hushels, hut on heavier land
the erop iy indifferent, and it will not pay
to take it off. Tu such cases one can only
say that those areas c¢an never again be
used for wheat growing. I listened carefully
to my colleague. There is a suggestion that
Dr. Teakle merely condemns land. He does
not condemn it. He says that it is not suit-
able for wheat pgrowing, and then pro-
ceeds to advise the farmers to
grow fodder crops; ete.  Wimmera,
rye and oats are now being produced in
these areas. Even this year when the rain-
fall was harely six inches in the growing
period the oat erops are fair on the coast
and on the heavier land, and the rye prass
shows an encouraging growth. Tt is first
of all a question of classifying a man’s
farm. The owner ean then judge for him-
self that it is not profitable to grow wheat
and he turns his altention to other things.
The Esperance lands have not bheen con-
demned. Dr. Teakle is more likely to prove
their salvation than anything else. As he
points out, there is no sand plain in that
district sach as is found in other disfricts.
There is a type of soil that is useless for
wheat-growing. The right thing to do is
to tell the farmers so. Some vears ago we
spent a large sum of money endeavouring
to teach the farmers proper cultivafion
methods in the Esperance district. We
advanced 10s. per acre for fallowing land
which had never been cnltivated there be-
fore. We lost money. We were fold that
that happened years before there was any
classification. Dr. Teakle has been respons-
ible for the classification. If it is sng-
gested that his work should he confined to
the Esperance district, then I say he has
given the Esperance farmer sufficient in-
formation to enmable him to carry on. The
work done by Dr. Teakle has to be under-
stood. Very often we find people putting
a construction upon his reports that was
neither intended nor justified. For in-
stance, he did not condemn the whole of
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the 3,500 farms secheme, If one vead his
report and analysed it, one would find that
a large proportion of the good land bas not
been condewned; and, in any case, if the
land is salt, that is not Dr. Teakle’s fauli,
although some people seem to think that
wherever he goes there is a trail of salt.
But there is not only Dr. Teakle’s techni-
cal report; our experimental farm posi-
tively and absolutely bears out whaf he
says. I know people are not satisfied merely
with a technical or scientific report on
land, ana quite right; but in addition, the
land has been tested out. As far as the
Esperance distriet is concerned, Dr. Teakle’s
work will go far towards its salvation. He
bhas made it possible to keep in the district
the people already settled there. I am not
suggesting an extension of the settlement, I
do not think anyone would elect to go to the
Salmon Gums distriet, but I do say that those
who are there now should stay there. They
have the railway and we are about to pro-
ceed to extend the jetty; there is an ade-
guate water supply, as well as good roads.
In view of the large amount of money
spent upon the development of the district,
it should be our business to assist to keep
in the distriet the farmers already seftled
there. I should say that ought to be our
policy, and Dr. Teakle’s work will be a very
important factor in keeping the farmers
there.

Mr, Latham : The Lands Ilepartment
have been paying Dr. Teakle all the time.

The MINISTER ¥FOR AGRICULTURE:
It costs 2d. to 3d. an acre to elassify land in
this way. That is a saner proposition than
clearing the land, fencing it, and cultivating
it for several years before disecovering it
to be useless. Personally, I should prefer
to have the report in the first place and so
save that disastrous expenditure. T think
Dr. Teakle’s method is certainly sane, and
once people understood the true import of
his work, thev will take advantage of it
There need be no prejudice.  He merely
states what he has definitely proved by in-
vestigation,

Mr. Latham: You wmight injure him by
protesting too much,

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
I think his work is now being appreciated
by the Lands Department, the Agricultural
Department and by the farmers themselves.
The member for Kanpwna (Mr. Nulsen)
said that he was very suspicious and very
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prejudiced, but he has {o admit now that
he has changed his views completely as a
regult of his experience of the actual work
doue in that distriet. I do not think I need
detain the House much longer, but I have
mentioned some of the activities of the de-
partment on acconnt of their importance,
and also s¢ that members way know the
problems we ave called upon to deal with.
The agriculturist has to deal not only with
production prohlems, but problems assoeia-
ted with stock diseases, plant diseases, and
stock and inseet pests, in addition to low
priees for his prodncts. There seems o be
an aggregation of difliculties as far as the
agrientturist is concerned, Naturally, in
times sueh as the present he looks first to
his financier, ut he has also to look to the
agricultural adviser., I believe the work of
the department is inereasing in importance
and that as the difliculties inerease, instead
of there being less need for the technical ad-
viser, there is greater need. I believe, too,
that a better understanding exists between
the agriculturist and the expert. There is
a disposition now fo take advantage of*such
aid as the scientist can give.

Progress reperted.

House adjourned al 10.17 p.m.

Legislative Council,
TFednesdey, 8th November, 71933,
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QUESTION—TROLLEY BUSES, COSTS
AND REVENUE,

Hon. H, SEDDONXN asked the Chief Sec-
retary: 1, What was the cost per mile of
equipping the route now served by the trol-
ley ’buses? 2, What has been the rupning
eost per mile since the inception of the ser-
vice? 3, What has been the total revenue
during the same replied?

The CHIEF SECRETARY replied: 1,
£2,130 per mile for double overhead line. 2,
Operating eosts, 15d. per mile. 3, £593,

BILL—ENTERTAINMENTS TAX ACT
AMENDMENT.

Read a third time and passed.

BILL—METROPOLITAN WHOLE MILEK
ACT AMENDMENT.

Further report of Committee adopted.

BILL — GERALDTON SAILORS AND
SOLDIERS' MEMORIAL INSTITUTE
LANDS VESTING.

Second Reading.

THE CHIETF SECRETARY (Hon. J. M.
Drew——Central) [4.37] in moving the second
reading said: The purpose of the Bill is to
vest eertain lands in the trustees of the Ger-
aldton Sailors and Soldiers’ Memorial In-
stitute. During the later years of the Great
War, an incorporated body known as the
Geraldton Sailors and Soldiers’ Memorial
Tostitute was formed in Geraldton. A con-
siderable sum of money was raised and a
large building was purchased for use as a
soldiers’ institute. A land-owner at Gerald-
ton donated sixteen blocks of land to the in-
stitute as a free gift, with the object of en-
abling money to be raised to assist in pay-
ing off the debt of the building that had been
purchased. An Aect of Parliament was sub-
sequently passed dissolving the ineorporated
body and vesting the various assets in the
trustees of the Geraldton Sailors and Sol-
diers’ Memorial Institute. The Jand in ques-
tion was not inclnded with the other nssets,
and consequently, in a strictly legal sense,
it became the property of the Crown, as
the incorporated body had been dissolved,
and the land was left without an owner. The
trustees of the present institute are desir-



